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Author Heather Robertson was presented with the Graeme Gibson Award by The Writers’ Union of 
Canada at its Annual General Meeting on May 28, 2011. Established by the Union in 1991 for “varied 
and remarkable contributions to improve the circumstances of writers in Canada,” the award has been 
given to Graeme Gibson and, in 1992, Pierre Berton. Ms. Robertson is its third recipient.  
 
In 1996 a class action was launched against the Thomson Corporation and others by freelancers 
whose articles written for The Globe and Mail and other print publications were used in online 
databases without their authorization and without payment. Heather Robertson agreed to serve as the 
representative plaintiff. In 2009, thirteen years later and three years after a favourable decision from 
the Supreme Court of Canada on the main issue – whether freelancers’ consent was required to 
reproduce their articles in electronic databases – an $11 million settlement was reached in Robertson 
v. Thomson and payment made to the freelancers whose works were used without permission. Ms. 
Robertson brought a second class action against The Toronto Star, Rogers Publishing, CANWEST and 
others, again acting as the representative for the class of freelancers. A $7.9 million settlement in that 
case, nicknamed Robertson 2, was approved by the Ontario Court on May 3, 2011.   
 
“We celebrate Heather Robertson for her courage and persistence in standing up for our rights and 
principles, quietly, unshakably, for so many years, when new technologies seemed about to sweep our 
rights away,” said Alan Cumyn, Writers’ Union chair. Heather’s tenacity will continue to inspire writers 
in our on-going fight to be paid fairly for digital uses of our work.” �
�

“This has been very much a collective effort,” she said in accepting the award. “I could not have 
carried on without the moral and financial support of The Writers’ Union, the Professional Writers 
Association of Canada, and many individual writers from coast to coast.”�
�

Heather Robertson was a founding member of The Writers’ Union of Canada and the Professional 
Writers Association of Canada.  She is a journalist, novelist and nonfiction writer whose books include 
Reservations are for Indians, Willie, A Romance, which won the Books in Canada First Novel Award 
and Walking into Wilderness, which won the Ontario Historical Society’s 2011 Fred Landon Prize for 
regional history. Throughout her writing career, Heather has been a prolific freelancer for national 
magazines such as Maclean’s, Chatelaine, Saturday Night, and Canadian Forum. 
 
The Writers’ Union of Canada is our country’s national organization representing professional authors 
of books. Founded in 1973, the Union is dedicated to fostering writing in Canada, and promoting the 
rights, freedoms, and economic well-being of all writers.   
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