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in the beginning 
 
At the 2001 Writers’ Union AGM in Vancouver at UBC, many members of the BC/Yukon region wanted to see The 
Writers’ Union of Canada (TWUC) work towards getting more writers in the schools. As the new BC/Yukon Rep I initi-
ated the formation of aWRITERS-IN-THE-SCHOOLS COMMITTEE (W.I.T.S.) as the ýrst step towards this important 
goal. As Jean Baird’s 2002 national report on Canadian Literature in High Schools, prepared for The Writers’ Trust 
of Canada indicates; ñ WRITERS-IN-THE-SCHOOLS programs have been identiýed as making a difference in the 
classroom and motivating students to read and read Canadian. At present the majority of literature taught in Canadian 
schools is American authored.” In little over a year the WITS COMMITTEE: Luanne Armstrong, Ann Alma, Trysh 
Ashby-Rolls, Lyn Hancock, Kathy Page, Margaret Thompson, Shannon Cowan, Kuldip Gill, Cathy Ford and I have 
accomplished our ýrst goal. We hope this WITS booklet will be read and used as a resource guide to funding, hosting 
and booking Canadian writers. We hope it will inspire teachers and librarians in BC and the Yukon to regularly invite 
our published writers into their classrooms and libraries. And we hope students will be inspired to read and purchase 
Canadian books. Despite the funding cutbacks in education in this province, we look forward to continual growth in 
our literature and lasting connections between writers and the BC/Yukon schools and community. This booklet was 
funded by ýfty-one enthusiastic members. Thank-you! And many thanks to the WITS committee for their hours of 
hard work and attentive email time, and to all those who continue to encourage and support our goals.

Mona Fertig 
The Writers’ Union of Canada: BC/Yukon Rep 
September 2002

 
 
 
 

introduction
 I wanted to be a writer from a very young age, but I wasn’t sure what that meant, since in the rural schools I at-
tended, I had never heard of any Canadian writers. It wasn’t until I went to university that I began encountering the 
astonishing wealth of Canadian writers and writing. Now whenever I have the privilege of being a visiting writer in 
a school, I am conscious that possibly, somewhere in the group of eager faces and waving hands in front of me, is 
a developing writer, full of dreams and ideas. I am also conscious that those eager faces and minds are the next 
generation of Canadian readers. They are not just my audience, but the audience for Canadian literature, Canadian 
books, Canadian culture.Writers in schools are a natural and valuable addition to the school curriculum. We are the 
living storytellers and the writing, working, storymakers. To students, meeting the writers who have actually written 
the books they are reading is often an unforgettable and valuable experience. In addition, writers can often support 
and reinforce a Language Arts, Social Studies and History curriculum, especially if they have a chance to consult 
with teachers beforehand. Most writers work very hard on their school presentations, conscious that keeping the 
attention of a group of ýfty Grade 4ôs and 5ôs in the gym and library or twenty-four Grade 10ĭs in the classroom can 
be a challenge. We are eager to share our writing and our experiences of being writers. How we do our research, 
ýnd ideas, characters, plots, write poetry, conduct interviews, write drafts, ýnd a publisher, make a living, are some 
of the joys and frustrations of being a writer. If we can inspire the students we meet to keep writing, and to keep 
reading, then we will have done our job well.Writers and education are a natural partnership. We hope that this 
booklet facilitates the process of writers reading and workshopping in BC and Yukon schools. The writers listed here 
are eager to offer their experience, knowledge and expertise to schools, libraries and teachers looking for ways to 
enhance and expand theircurriculum. We look forward to hearing from you.

 
Luanne Armstrong, Chair,  
Writers-in-the-Schools Committee 



sources of funding 
 
1. TWUC READINGS AND RATES

TWUC recommends that the following honorariam be paid to visiting authors: $200 for 1-2 sessions, $300 for 3-4 
sessions, plus travel, accommodation, and meal expenses if required.

TWUC administrates a National Public Readings Program funded by The Canada Council for the Arts. This program 
is open to all members of the Writers’ Union of Canada and funds author visits to public venues across Canada. 
This program in not available to schools unless  the event is open to the general public and advertised. The host 
organization must contact and arrange a date with an author before applying for funding. To be eligible for funding, 
the reading(s) must be held in a publicly accessible venue (a library, book store, festival location, etc.), and adver-
tised to the community at large. Once the author and date have been secured, an application form (available from 
the Projects Manager) has been received and funding for a reading has been conýrmed, the host organization will 
receive a Booking Conýrmation Form & Invoice for the administrative fee(s) of $70 + gst per full (solo) reading or 
$35 + gst per half (joint). Administrative fees are non-refundable. Completed Applications must be received at least 
FOUR (4) weeks in advance of the reading date. The Writersĭ Union pays the author a $250 honorarium per full 
(solo) reading or a $125 honorarium per half (joint) reading upon receipt of the authorôs completed Reading Report 
& Invoice. There is a max. of $250 (solo)/$125 (joint) in travel expenses per reading available. The host organization 
is responsible for the author’s accommodation and meals. There is a max. of 2 full or 4 half readings per host, and 
2 full or 4 half readings per author, per ýscal year. For more information, please contact: Leanne OôBrien, Projects 
Coordinator of The Writersĭ Union of Canada at: projects@writersunion.ca Ph; 416-703-8982 x 223

 
2. WRITERS IN THE LIBRARIES 

This program, provides funding to public libraries wishing to host free readings and workshops by BC authors 
and illustrators. They encourage public libraries to partner with other organizations in the community, such as 
schools, in sponsoring these events. Events usually take place at the library, though in some cases they may 
take place elsewhere due to space requirements. These events must be open to the community at large, though 
they may target speciýc groups such as; seniors, children, students etc. This program assists British Colum-
bia public libraries in sponsoring readings and workshops by B.C. writers. Its aim is to promote appreciation 
of the province’s writers and increase public access to their works. All public libraries in B.C. sponsoring free 
readings and workshops featuring B.C. writers may apply for assistance. Projects receiving Writers -in- Librar-
ies assistance must have the ýnancial support and endorsement of the library board. Although project events 
may take place in venues other than public library facilities, promotional materials must identify the library as 
the sponsor. Libraries wishing to sponsor a writer-in-residence program should contact the program manager.	   
	 Wr i t e r s / I l l u s t r a t o r s  m u s t  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a - m u s t  h a v e  w r i t -
ten or illustrated at least one published book of fiction, short fiction, poetry, drama, children’s litera-
ture or non-ýction. More than one eligible writer and/or illustrator may participate in a project.	   
	 S i n g l e  p r o j e c t s ;  T h e  w r i t e r ’ s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  n o t  f u n d e d  i n  s i n g l e 
library projects. The following project costs are eligible for a 50% subsidy: writer ôs fee (maximum 
reading fee $200 per reading), writer’s meals and incidental expenses (maximum $41 per day), writ-
erôs accommodation (maximum $80 per night, $95 for Victoria/Vancouver - May 1-Sept. 30)	   
	 Joint projects: Two or more neighbouring libraries may submit a single application for a joint Writers in Li-
braries project. One library must take responsibility for making the application, notifying the other libraries of program 
requirements, submitting the ýnal report and communicating with the Public Library Services Branch on behalf of the 
other participating libraries. All participating libraries must have library board approval to join the project. Regional 
Library Systems may apply for joint project funding when hosting readings or workshops in two or more communities. 
The following joint project costs are eligible for a 100% subsidy: writerôs accommodation (maximum $80 per night, 
$95 for Victoria/Vancouver - May 1-Sept. 30), writerôs transportation expenses (mileage may be charged at the rate 
of 43 cents per km., where a personal vehicle is the most economical means of travel). The following project costs 
are eligible for a 50% subsidy: writerôs meals and incidental expenses (maximum $41 per day) Libraries serving a 
population fewer than 12,000-$1,000, Libraries serving more than 12,000 and fewer than 100,000-$1,500- Libraries 
serving more than 100,000 and fewer than 250,000-$2,000, Libraries serving more than 250,000-$3,500. For joint 
projects, the amount of assistance paid to each library will be calculated as the [average cost per reading] x [the 
number of readings at your library]. Applications: Contact Dawn Stoppard Public Library Services Branch Ministry 



of Community, Aboriginal and Womenôs Services, P.O. Box 9490 Stn. Prov. Govt. Victoria, B.C. V8W 9N7. (250) 
356-1790, 1-800-663-7051 (toll free) E-mail: dstoppard@hq.marh.gov.bc.ca Guidelines at: www.mcaws.gov.bc.ca/
LGD/public_libraries/

3. Ministry of Community

Aboriginal and Women’s Services. In-Province Travel Program - a program which helps fund the travel costs of 
young people to attend distant arts or cultural events. Maximum grants are $2,000. Contact Doug Harms, Community 
Grants Coordinator at 250- 356-7292 for further information.

 
4. ArtStarts in Schools 

ArtStarts in Schools has funding programs that educators can apply to for increased arts funding. 
Funding is available to BC school districts and FISA (Federation of Independent School Associ-
ations) to subsidize the fees of professional artists working within schools throughout the province.	   
	 a) Artists in Education Program: (AIE) program provides annual funds to hire artists to present performances, 
workshops or residencies in schools. AIE matches the funds provided by school districts, schools, PAC (Parent Advi-
sory Councils) monies, and fundraising. The program’s goals and objectives are: a.) to balance exposure of the arts 
to youth in remote, rural and urban environments. b.) to expose youth to workshops, performances and residencies 
which have artistic quality and educational merit. c.) to establish professional standards for performances in schools 
and artists in the classroom, and to expose BC’s youth to professional quality arts programming.d.) to promote the 
arts as an area of study and professional employment. e.) to facilitate communication between the arts and education 
communities by developing mutual awareness, respect and appreciation.		 Application Process: At the start 
of each funding period, ArtStarts sends one (AIE) application to the appointed arts contact in each district and the 
administrator of FISA. The applying organization must be a school district or FISA, and only one application per school 
district will be accepted. Districts are expected to distribute the funds equitably throughout their schools. To ýnd out if 
your district has received funding, call your district’s AIE contact. Contacts are given on the ArtStarts website www.art-
starts.ca. For a list of 93 BC School District contacts, email- The Paciýc ofýce of TWUC, at: twucpaciýc@shaw.ca 	
						      b) ArtsSmarts Funding Program:ArtsSmarts is a matching funding 
program providing up to 60% of the costs of eligible artists expenses. The maximum grant allocation from ArtsSmarts 
is $2,000 per school. Applicants must ensure local matching funds from sources such as their district or school, local 
organizations, corporations, etc. Sources of funding which do not qualify, include the district’s annual Artists in Edu-
cation grants and/or student fees. Eligible expenses for ArtsSmarts funding include artists’ fees for residencies and  
workshops, and art materials and supplies needed and used by the students and artists during the artists-in-the-
classroom activities. 													           
Application Process:Include a completed application form; an overview of the proposal with detailed information 
on the artist-in-the-classroom activities; curriculum integration and cross-curricular themes; budgets; Curriculum Vi-
taes of the artists/arts groups; and a timeline for implementation. Email: artstarts@telus.net Website: www.artstarts.
com

 
5. Canada Council for the Arts

Literary Readings and Festivals. Contact Mona Kiame, Writing and Publishing Section Ofýcer, toll-free at; 1-
800 263-5588, ext. 4016, or(613) 566-4414, ext. 4016. Fax (613) 566-4410.E-mail: mona.kiame@canadacouncil.
ca	 The Canada Council for the Arts Literary Readings and Festivals program increases knowledge and 
appreciation of Canadian writing and storytelling by providing opportunities for writers to read from their works 
and for storytellers to tell stories. All Canada Council for the Arts programs are accessible to Aboriginal artists or 
arts organizations and to artists or arts organizations from diverse cultural and regional communities of Canada.	  
	 A. Eligibility For Literary Readings Host Organizations: Canadian organizations such as post-secondary 
institutions, municipal libraries, literary associations, museums, art galleries and community centres may apply for 
assistance to invite writers to their region. A full reading is considered to be one presented by a single writer, lasting 
approx.one hour. A joint reading consists of two writers reading for approx. 30 minutes each. Host organizations 
may team up with small local and/or regional organizations, and combine their requests in one application, to meet 
the minimum requirement of four full readings. Collaborating organizations must not submit separate applications 
for the same readings. Both host organizations and writers are limited to a maximum of 14 Canada Council-sup-
ported readings within a two-year period, from 1 July 2002 to 30 June 2004. A host may invite the same writer only 



www.gov.yk.ca/depts/community/libraries/index.html 
 

once during a calendar year. Requests under the Literary Readings and Festivals program must show intended 
payment of at least the minimum scales for honoraria and travel expenses that the Canada Council provides for 
payment to writers. For Invited Writers: Invited writers must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Canada 
and must have been published professionally at least once before the application deadline. Eligible publications 
include books of ýction, short stories, poetry, drama, childrenôs literature or literary non-ýction that lend themselves 
to a public reading. Authors of travel guides, bibliographies, cookbooks, exhibition catalogues, instruction manu-
als, self-help books, scholarly books, textbooks and specialized reference works are not eligible for public reading 
assistance. Illustrators of children’s books are eligible, provided they have illustrated the complete text of a work. 
Literary translators are eligible for joint readings when they read with the original author of the translated work.	  
B. Ineligible Requests: Requests for support of workshops, round table discussions and book prizes are not eligible. 
Also, this program will not support any readings or festivals for which honoraria and travel costs are funded by another 
Canada Council program, a national organization funded by the Canada Council or another government agency.	  
How to Apply;All readings and festival hosts must complete an application form, which is available from the Writing 
and Publishing Section. In addition to the form, applicants must submit the requested information and necessary 
support material outlined in the application form. Competition Closing Datesa.) 10 March 2002 - For readings and 
festivals taking place between 1 July 2002 and 30 June 2003.b.) 1 September 2002 - For readings and festivals 
taking place between 1 January and 31 December 2003.

 
6. The Canadian School Boards Association	  
	  
A is for Ask: A Fundraising Guide. An excellent how-to on school and community fundraising, this little book 
covers the basics from choosing activities and getting publicity to approaching corporate sponsors. Cop-
ies are available for $25.00 through the CSB Association. Ph; 613-235-3724 or email: admin@cdnsba.org 
*** In addition, each school district makes an allotment for cultural presentations in their bud-
get. Individual teachers should ask how these funds are administered in their school districts.	  
 
 
7. Assembly of British Columbia Arts Councils	  
	  
The Arts Resource Book is an outstanding information resource on arts funding in general. The book, which was 
released in 1996, is the most up-to-date guide to funding available. Many libraries have copies, but if yours does 
not, the book can be ordered through the Assembly at: 604-878-4940 or Email: assembly@istar.ca.

 
8. Artist In the School Program 

c/o The Yukon Arts Centre, Box 16, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5X9.The Artist In the School program is instruc-
tion-based, for Yukon artists. The Young Authorĭs Conference is linked to the Writers Festival which draws on 
national and local writers to provide instruction in the schools. Contact; Corrie Gallienne, Ph;(867) - 393-7109  
e-mail: programs@yac.ca www.artsyukon.com

 
9. Public Programs Librarian 

Whitehorse Public Library. Dept. of Community Services, Government of Yukon, P.O. Box 2703, C-
2, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2C6. Readings and Writers-in-Residency Programs. ph. (867) 667-5228. 
Email;whitehorse.library@gov.yk.ca  Web www.gov.yk.ca/depts/community/libraries/index.html

booking a writer
 Each writer must be contacted directly for individual bookings. The Paciýc Ofýce does not 
book writers.	  



 

hosting a writer	  
by Ann Alma	  
Author of YA novel, “Skateway to Freedom”	  
( former classroom teacher turned full-time writer)	  
 
Before The Writer Arrives:	  
 
 1.	  Be sure to establish if the writer is doing a reading or workshop or a combination of the two.	  
 2. 	 Check www.writersunion.ca, under members’ pages, or other sources such as GOOGLE, for information 	  	
on the writer you are hosting and talk to the writer.	   
 3. 	 Prepare the students by having them read one or more of the author’s works. Comparison studies, 		
posters to welcome the writer, or reports about the book(s) they have read can create a level of excite		
ment for the students that enriches the visit enormously.	  
 4. 	 Contact the writer and discuss the structure of the presentation and preparatory activities for the students.	  
5.	 Ask if the writer is bringing props that call for specialarrangements to be made (wall space, table, over		
head, slide projector, screen, etc.)	  
 6.	  Ask if the writer has any special needs or will expect anything in addition to a glass of water.	   
 7. 	 Ask if the writer would like you to read/prepare the students from one certain book. Also ask why.	  8. 	
If you and the students have speciýc questions about the book, jot them down beforehand. Please 		
remember: there is only a certain amount of time set aside to ask questions.	   
 9. 	 If you are particularly interested in further studies or research on a certain topic from a book by the 		
visiting writer, let the writer know. Some writers can bring valuable additional information if they know 		
ahead of time that this is appreciated.	   
10. 	 Ask if the writer is bringing books for sale.	  
11. 	 It is important for the students to know where they can purchase copies of the books ahead of time for 		
autograph purposes. Or to know if the author will be selling his/her book after the presentation. A note to 		
parents may be helpful.	  
 
 
During the Reading:	  
 
 1.	  Make sure the teacher and or teacher/librarian is present at all times.	   
 2. 	 Check that the room is properly ventilated.	  
 3. 	 Check that all the machinery is in good working order.	  
 4. 	 Check that the writer’s voice is loud enough to be heard in the back. If not, ask the writer to speak louder 		
or provide a speaker system.	  
 5. 	 Ask the writer if s/he has time to stay afterwards for a chat and autograph session, or let the writer know 		
that you are going to be busy with the next class and won’t be able to chat	 . 
 
After the Visit:	  
 
1. 	 Writers’ visits are perfect opportunities for doing follow-up studies. Study a certain idea from the reading 		
in depth. Get other books on the same topic or other novels in the same genre.	  
2. 	 Many writers love to get mail from the students afterwards. This is a perfect opportunity for a Language 		
Arts lesson on letter writing. Some, but not all writers, will keep in touch with the students through snail 		
mail or email.	   
3. 	 Don’t forget to book your next writer. These visits can be so exciting for everyone that you will want to do 		
them again, and again. Some writers need to be booked well in advance. Have fun.	  

www.gov.yk.ca/depts/community/libraries/index.html 
 



ýve tips for writers going into schools	  
 
by Cathy Ford	  
(poet, ýctioniste, raconteuse)	  
 
(1) be aware that you may be the ýrst living writer these kids have ever met, and conduct yourself accordingly, 
that is: (2) dress entirely in leather, arrive in a Mercedes, have a leopard on a leash, use coloured chalk liberally 
on the blackboard, hand out free literature, draw pictures whether you can draw or not, encourage the kids to be-
gin creating right then and there, get the teacher and the principal to take you to lunch, and (3) leave an indelible 
impression about how love of literature has enhanced, or permanently crinked your life, and (4) tell stories about 
other writers, gently but with enough detail to get the kids interested in writers as human beings, and (5) get the 
kids to commit to having another writer come next time around. When the kids are hooked on literature, and living 
writers, the teachers will have a much easier time convincing the administrators to have artists in the classroom. 
Enthusiasm is the key, and a full þexible, creative, jampacked presentation is the door youĭre opening.	  
 
 

a personal experience
by Lyn Hancock,	   
Author of “There’s a Seal in my Sleeping Bag”	  
(former teacher, public speaker and actress)	  
 
A huge WELCOME LYN HANCOCK banner greeted me at the door of Roywood Elementary School. Excited students 
rushed out to direct me to the principalôs ofýce and carry my equipment to the library. A sleeping bag and other 
camping gear were strewn over the þoor. I didnôt notice the stuffed seal in the bag or pay attention to the life-sized 
ýgure of a woman, although her jacket and yellow cap resembled my own. No, I was concentrating on how to adapt 
my young adult book Love Affair with a Cougar to a Grade 3 audience. I entered the library and was bowled over by 
a scene that stays with me still, despite 500 subsequent presentations.	  
	 The classes sat on the carpet in front of fully prepared projectors, an audiovisual assistant hovering by to 
adjust screen and lighting, a table of my books gathered from local homes and libraries, another table for my displays 
of the writing process, a blackboard and a pinboard. Teachers sat by their charges with notebooks in hand to jot 
down questions and ideas for follow-up activities. The librarian came forward to - surprise - introduce me to the 
Principal and invited parents, the School Board, even the Superintendent! Her introductory remarks showed that 
she had prepared well. So Sam the Seal was in that sleeping bag, and the woman was me! 
	 Enthusiastically, I launched into the personal story of how my fascination with four cougars dropped through 
mybedroom window in Vancouver initiated my own writing process and how fascination with cougars (and other wild 
animal orphans) resident in the classroom motivated children to learn. The presentation ended with a movie version 
proving that ñYes, non-ýction can be stranger than ýction.ò The student who thanked me created a personal and 
original response, not just the usual, “Thanks for coming.” And then I waited for questions - on the habits of cougars, 
the time it takes to write a book, the money (?) writers make, even (sigh) my age. I did not expect a Grade 3 kid to 
ask, “Did a cougar break up your marriage?”	  
	 Excitement knows no limits. This class had delved beyond the cute and obvious, and it was I who learned 
from them. We had a meaningful discussion on loss, not just of a cougar, a marriage and the wilderness, but loss of 
a pet, a friend, a parent, a job. We discussed the politics of story endings, happy versus sad, real world versus 
Disney.	 
	 One week later, I received laminated postcards from my animal characters, and newspaper clippings from 
kids’ follow-up interviews. One book later, I used that visit to write the epilogue for An Ape Came Out of My Hatbox. 
Thank you to a discerning librarian.	   
 



more tips for writers	  
 
 1. 	 Prepare!	  
 2. 	 Demonstrate beforehand how your presentation ýts into the prescribed learning outcomes of the curriculum. 
 3. 	 Consult with the teacher in advance to make sure that you will be supporting/amplifying/illustrating what 		
(s)he is doing in the classroom.	  
 4. 	 Grab immediate attention by your display, your smile, or your ýrst sentence.	  
 5. 	 Involve the audience as much as possible.	  
 6. 	 Leave teachers and/or students with something tangible e.g. hand-outs such as personal bookmarks, 		
booklets, autographed books, suggestions on follow-up activities.	  
 7. 	 Convince your host that you can handle your audiences by describing your experience as a teacher,  
	 a public speaker, an actress - whatever is appropriate.	  
 8. 	 Engage the students in conversation/ Q & A/ contests/ role playing - and allow TIME for this interaction.	  
9. 	 Go with the þow if the kids come up with an interesting alternative to the focus you have chosen. Seize 		
the moment!	  
10. 	 Be yourself! Donôt try to be anything youôre not e.g. cute, cool, funny, omniscient, important... Kids have 		
built in BS detectors and no inhibitions.	  
11. 	 Listen to your own voice - it must be clear, and if you have trouble projecting or read in a nasal, uninþect-
ed 		  monotone, do something about it, or be prepared for a glazed or wriggling audience.	  
 
 
 
CANSCAIP produces a useful booklet, ”School presentations: A Guide for Authors and Illustrators”www.interlog.
com/~canscaip	  
 
 
 
 
 

resource page	  
 
The Association of Book Publishers of British Columbia (ABPBC) operates the Library Book Purchase Plan  
to provide BC published, teacher-librarian evaluated books to schools. Teachers interested in this program may 
contact the ABPBC to get a copy of the annotations document, which will be mailed to schools each fall or contact 
the librarian in the school for a hard copy or to view the titles online. The ABPBC will be accepting orders under this 
program from mid-October until November. Contact: Courtney Thompson. Email: courtney@books.bc.ca. Phone: 
604-684-0228 www.books.bc.ca	 
 
The Writers’ Union of Canada is currently developing a searchable database, where teachers, librarians etc. can 
ýnd books using keywords such as title, author, subject, genre and grade level for ordering or contacting authors to 
arrange school visits. Check www.writersunion.ca for availability of database.	  
 
The BC Teacher-Librarian Association is a specialist organization of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation 
concerned with school libraries, literature appreciation, resource-based instruction and advocacy. Visit their website 
at www.bctf.bc.ca/psas/BCTLA	  
 
The British Columbia Arts Council is an independent agency established by the Province of British Columbia to 
provide support for arts and culture in British Columbia. Mailing Address: PO Box 9819, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC 
V8W 9W3 Street Address: 5th Floor 800 Johnson Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1N3 Phone: (250) 356 -1718, Fax: (250) 
387-4099	  
 
ArtStarts in Schools, provides arts programs for young people, resources for teachers and artists, and leadership 
in advocacy for arts in education. The Artists in Education (AIE) funding program provides annual funds to BC school 
districts to subsidize artists’ activities in schools. Suite 401, 88 East Pender Street, Vancouver, BC V6A 3X3 Phone: 
604-878-7144 or Toll-free: 1-888-878-7144. Fax: 604-683-0501	   
Email: artstarts@telus.net Website: www.artstarts.com	  



The Canada Council for the Arts is a national agency which fosters the development of the arts in Canada through 
grants, services and awards to professional Canadian artists and arts organizations. The Literary Readings and 
Festivals program provides grants to organizations to host storytellers and writers. 350 Albert Street, P.O. Box 1047, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5V8 Ph: 1-800-263-5588 Website: www.canadacouncil.ca	  
 
The Canadian Writers and Illustrators of BC (CWILL) is an organization of professionals working and living in 
British Columbia. The group produces a list of members available for readings and workshops. 3622 Point Grey 
Road, Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6R 1A9 Phone: 604-736-2107, Fax: 604-736-2104 Email: kshoe@telus.net Web-
site: www.swifty.com/cwill/list.htm.	  
 
The Federation of British Columbia Writers is a non-proýt organization of professional and emerging writers from 
every region of the province. The Federationĭs website contains a searchable database of authors. Suite 905-626 
West Pender Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 1V9 Phone: 604-683-2057, Fax: 604-608-5522 Email: fedofýce@bcwrit-
ers.com Website: www.bcwriters.com	  
 
Writers In Electronic Residence (WIER) connects students across Canada with writers, teachers and one an-
other in an exchange of writing and commentary. Writers join classrooms electronically to read and consider the 
students’ work, offer reactions and ideas, and guide discussions between the students. 300-317 Adelaide St. W., 
Toronto,  Ontar io,  M5V 1P9 Ph: (416) 504-4490, Fax:  (416) 591-5345 Emai l :  wier@wier.ca  
Website: www. edu.yorku.ca/WIERhome.html	  
 
The Writer’s Trust of Canada is a non-governmental organization committed to enriching literary heritage and  
strengthening Canada’s cultural foundations. Their recently published report entitled ‘Canadian Literature in English-
Language High Schools’ calls for a renewal of commitment to, and funding support for the teaching of Canadian 
books in schools. Copies are available from the Writers Trust of Canada or Canada Council for the Arts. An execu-
tive summary can be found in both French and English by visiting: www.writerstrust.com The Trust also organizes 
Canada Book Day on April 23 of each year. 40 Wellington Street East, Suite 300, Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C7 Phone: 
416-504-8222, Fax: 416-504-9090 Web site: www.canadabookday.com	   
 
Vancouver International Writer’s Festival The Festival hosts its Schools Program, presenting children’s writers 
to over 4,000 BC children and young people, in English and in French. 202-1398 Cartwright St, Vancouver BC, V6H 
4B7 Phone: 604-681-6330, Fax: 681-8400 Email: viwf@writersfest.bc.ca Website: www.writersfest.bc.ca 
 
ABC CANADA Literacy Foundation is a national, registered charitable organization committed to promoting lit-
eracy to the general public. 333 King Street East, 3rd Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5A 4N2 Phone: (416) 350-6270 
(Toronto) or 1-800-303-1004, Fax: (416) 350-6262 Email: abc@corporate.southam.ca.	  



B.C. Writers’ Union Members 
Available for BC/YukonSchool/Library/Community  

Workshops, Readings, Talks, Residencies 
 
 

 listed alphabetically  
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings: Please contact the writers directly. 
Members who wish to be contacted for bookings have  

permitted their phone numbers and addresses to be printed. 
 

Please respect the privacy of the authors. 
 
 

 Yukon members were unavailable for our WITS  
program at time of publication,  

but many BC writers are ready and willing 
to travel to the Yukon  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Taiaiake Alfred
GENRE: Essays. Journalism. Column writing	  
GRADES: High School	 	 STUDENTS: Any amount	 LENGTH: Flexible	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Issues in First Nations Studies. History of Canada, world history, social 
studies and communications/strategies, techniques of interviewing and column writing.	   
AUTHOR OF: Peace, Power, Righteousness (Oxford UP), Former columnist for “Windspeaker” (National Native 
Newspaper) and frequent media commentator.	   
PRESENTATION: A) Students work together to write a newspaper editorial on one of the major issues in the 
news today. This will involve doing some basic research on the issue (internet), discussing the issue with the  
“editorial team” and then working through the technical and ethical issues of writing an editorial or opinion  
column for public consumption. B) Students will learn the basics of the method, ethics and technique of  
interviews and work with the author in developing a basic style for presenting the ideas and words of other 
people.	CITY /AREA: Vancouver or Victoria, and First Nation Communities anywhere.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Feedback has been positive, especially at the higher grade levels where critical  
thinking and a challenging environment is encouraged and appreciated.	  
BIO: Taiaiake Alfred is a Bear Clan Mohawk from Kahnawake, near Montreal. PhD from Cornell U. in New York 
Currently teaches history and philosophy at U of Victoria. He has worked with First Nation governments and 
travelled worldwide to speak out in support of indigenous peoples. In 2001, he was awarded the Native American 
Journalists Associations’ “Best Columnist”  Award. He has published a history of native militancy and an essay 
on traditional leadership, and is currently writing a book on the revival of the warrior spirit among First Nations 
people.	 
CONTACT INFORMATION	  
PHONE: 250-721-6438	  FAX: 250-472-4724 EMAIL: taiaiake@uvic.ca WEB: WWW.TAIAIAKE.COM  
Fee Structure: TWUC rates

Anne Alma	  
GENRE: Juvenile ýction	   GRADES: Grades 4  7. STUDENTS: 60 - 90.   LENGTH: 50 min.  60 min. maximum.	
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Canadiana  new Canadian’s (Ministry of Education Recommended Reading  
Skateway to Freedom. Grade 5 curriculum. Art; Emily Carr; anger management; the Dirty Thirties (Intermediate); 
Schizophrenia; adoption; foster parenting : (families and communication).	 
AUTHOR OF: Summer Series: Summer of Changes; Summer of Adventures, Skateway to Freedom, Under 
Emily’s Sky, Something To Tell.	  
PRESENTATION: Ann Alma tells stories about her experiences with African wild-life, reads snippets from her 
novels, discusses the writing and editing process, talks about life as a writer versus being a school teacher, and 
ýelds questions. A former teacher, Alma tailors her talks ýt the intermediate curricula, or one of her novels. She 
will work intensively with one class, or with a large group. For schools within driving distance she can bring her 
border collie, Sheera (a major character in her Summer series), as well-trained live prop. She also gives creative 
writing workshops, instructing students and/or teachers in the art of building a story, brick by brick, leading them to 
discover why some mortars stick better than others.	   
BIO: Born in the Netherlands, came to Canada in 1970. Has travelled extensively in Europe, North America, 
Australia, the South Paciýc, South East Asia, the Orient and Africa. Taught in Holland, Japan, Canada and New 
Zealand, and speaks several languages. She was a co-founder of The Kalamalka New Writers and a board  
member for the Kootenay School of Writing. She now lives in the Kootenays and writes full-time. Has won ‘Our 
Choice’ designations for Skateway To Freedom and Something To Tell and Summer of Changes, and was short-
listed for the Silver Birch Award for Skateway.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Superb”, “Wonderful presentation. “   ‘If you ever have any free time, please come back.”	
CONTACT INFORMATION: 58, C5, RR#1, South Slocan, BC, V0G 2G0	   
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates	  
 



Luanne Armstrong
GENRE: Adult ýction. Non-ýction. Young adult. Poetry  GRADES: Grades K - 12	    
STUDENTS: Negotiable. About 15  20 for a workshop; more for a reading        LENGTH: 45 minutes to two hours.  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: She regards her workshops and readings as part of a collaborative process 
to support and assist teachers with the writing curriculum in the schools  as an extension and enrichment of the 
writing process at all grade levels.			    
AUTHOR OF: Jeannie and the Gentle Giants (Ronsdale), Annie (Polestar), The Colour of Water (Caitlin).	PRE-
SENTATION: Does either readings or workshops, or a combination. As an experienced teacher, she is good at 
tailoring her presentation to the needs of a particular group of students or a school. She usually talks about her 
background, the inspiration for her work, getting ideas, the writing process, and sometimes talks a little about writ-
ing as a career depending on the age and interest of the group. She has done poetry workshops with high school 
students, and workshops on the writing process for K-6 grades.	   
BIO: She is a Kootenay writer, now relocated to Vancouver. Has published three novels, two books of poetry, and 
three childrenĭs books, with more appearing soon. She has a non-ýction book on the Kootenays in progress. She 
holds an MFA in Creative Writing from UBC and is completing a Ph.D there. She freelances on a regular basis for 
the Vancouver Sun and other magazines. She is also the managing editor of Hodgepog Books.	   
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Lower Mainland and the Kootenays, but willing to go anywhere in BC.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Dynamic, interesting, valuable, exciting are the usual adjectives.	  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 3476 Tupper Street Vancouver, BC V5Z 3B7	 
PHONE: 6048741167	 E-mail: luannea@interchange.ubc.ca	  
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	

Trysh Ashby-Rolls
GENRE: Non-ýction. GRADES: 9 - 12; adults.STUDENTS: Small enthusiastic group to any number. 
LENGTH: Flexible - at request of school.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Listening skills; making and respecting boundaries; building healthy  
coping skills; deýning appropriate behaviors; monitoring prejudices; confronting embarrassment and okaying  
differences; equality versus violent relationships; building awareness of strengths, limitations, vulnerabilities, and 
self-protective strategies. Careers in writing, talk, readings, personal anecdote, Q & A session. Writing process 
strategies for coping with teen crisis. Manual provided at small cost.	   
AUTHOR OF: “The Left-Behind Dad and the Mum Who Stole Their Children: two sides of parental-child  
abduction” (in progress); Triumph: a journey of healing from incest, 1991: McGraw-Hill Ryerson; Under the Micro-
scope: a child’s view of WW2.	   
PRESENTATION: Large audience: 1) ‘Out of the Mud: Overcoming problems through creativity’: Talk, reading,  
Q & A session; 2) Any size audience:’Starving Artist or J.K. Rowling? Careers in Writing’: T.V. & Radio; PR & 
Advertising; Psycho-educational Writing e.g. self-help; Freelance Features; The True Story: research, ethics and 
other considerations; 3) For small serious groups: óExploring the Processô: completing a piece of writing from ýrst 
idea to completed draft; 4) For staff/counselors/parents: ‘How Psycho-education Can Help Teens’:  
what to do when a teen appears to be in crisis.	   
CITY/AREA: Anywhere.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Excellent presenter.” “ She’s a pioneer in (sexual violence] education.” “Made us laugh so 
much we didn’t realize until later how much we’d learned”	   
BIO: Written books, essays, articles, academic papers; presented at international events etc. Worked 6 years as a 
sexual violence counselor. B.Ed in English and Performance and M.A. with Distinction in Education. 
CONTACT INFO: 1262-A Oxford Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 2V5 PHONE 250-386-6882 FAX: 250- 386- 6882  
EMAIL: artsnletters@hotmail.com	   
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC + accommodation, food and travel expenses if outside Greater Victoria.	  
 



Linda Bailey	   
 
GENRE: Childrenôs novels. Picture books. Non-ýction. GRADES: 3 through 6. STUDENTS: 60 - 80. 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Teaching the writing process, the publications process, the mystery genre, 
and the history of ancient civilizations. Often invited into a school following a “novel study” of one of her books. 
AUTHOR OF: Stevie Diamond Mystery series (including How Can A Brilliant Detective Shine in the Dark?); Good 
Times Travel Agency series (including Adventures with the Vikings); The Best Figure Skater in the  
Whole Wide World.	  
PRESENTATION: One-hour interactive presentation that begins with a discussion of mysteries as a their genre 
characteristics, appeal, and so on. Talks about her own Stevie Diamond mystery series for ages 8 to 12—how she 
got started, her writing process, the publishing process, and how the series evolved showing various stages of the 
manuscripts. She also shows blow-ups of different sets of Stevie Diamond book covers, and talks about “telling a 
book by its cover.” Introduces other books she has written, including the new Good Times Travel Agency series. 
Does a short reading, and the session ends with a question period of about 10 min. 
CITY/AREA : Greater Vancouver. Anywhere in B.C. provided travel, accommodation and food costs covered. 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Teachers and librarians like the focus on the children’s mystery genre as well as the  
visual interest of the different covers. She talks more than she reads, intersects with the audience and has “good 
rapport” with the kids. Adults generally say they “learned a lot about writing and publishing.” 
BIO: She grew up in Winnipeg and travelled around the world, living in England and Australia. She has a B.A. in 
English and a Masters in Ed. She has worked as a college instructor, instructional designer, editor is a full-time 
writer. She won the Arthur Ellis Crime Writers Award; the Canadian Library Association Notable Book and the Sur-
rey Book of the Year	 . 
CONTACT INFO: 3015 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6K 1Z7 EMAIL: bestclues@shaw.ca 
FEE STRUCTURE: $150-200 per one-hour presentation plus GST. Travel expenses outside Greater Vancouver.	

Arthur Black	  
 
GENRE: Nonsense-ýction.	 GRADES: Grades 10  12.	 STUDENTS: Flexible.	 LENGTH: 30  60 min-
utes.  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Writing process; multi-media; humour.	   
AUTHOR OF: Flashblack!; Black Tie and Tales; Black In the Saddle Again; Black By Popular Demand; Arthur! 
Arthur!; That Old Black Magic; Back To Black; Basic Black; A History of Old Fort William.  
PRESENTATION: Arthur Black tries to demystify the writing process for kids. Rather than a sacred calling,  
he believes itĭs a thrilling method of communication and that just about everybody can do it better than they  
think they can. He also talks about humour as a literary device, and about the differences in writing for print, radio 
and TV. He reads the funny bits from his own works and is happy to take questions from students and teachers. 
He prefers to work with a stationary microphone and stand.	  
BIO: Arthur Black was born in Toronto, then spent the years 1946  1994 launching abortive getaways,  
managing temporary respites in Schomberg, Montreal, London, Las Palmas, Madrid, Thunder Bay and Fergus, 
ON, before achieving permanent lift-off in 1995 with a move to Salt Spring Island, BC. He was the host of CBC 
Radio’s Basic Black, and the TV series, Weird Homes. His awards include the Stephen Leacock Award (twice), 
the National Magazine Award for Humour, an ACTRA ‘Nelly’ Award for Best Opinion/ Commentary, the Cadogan 
Award for Best Weekly Newspaper Column and the Ohio State award for Best Childrenĭs Series.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Arthur Black has done school presentations across the country, but never thought to  
collect testimonials. ‘The reception was always enthusiastic,’ he says, ‘and I was never tarred and  
feathered or ridden out of town on a rail.’	  
CONTACT INFORMATION:131 Lionel Crescent, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2E1   E-mail: rufus@saltspring.com  
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	   
 
 
 
 
 



Neil Boyd	  
 
GENRE: Non-ýction. GRADES: Grades 8  12. STUDENTS: Maximum 50. LENGTH: 30  60 minutes.  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Learning about Canadian law, criminal justice policy, violence, drugs,  
and policies related to these issues.	   
AUTHOR OF: The Beast Within (Greystone), High Society (Key Porter), The Last Dance: Murder in Canada 
(Prentice-Hall), three other books, many articles and newspaper and magazine contributions.	   
PRESENTATION: Presentations deal with the substance of Neil Boyd’s books. He will also cover how to write 
books, conduct research and write book reviews.	   
BIO: He was born in Deep River, Ontario and educated at the University of Western Ontario and Osgoode Hall 
Law School. He has been a professor of Criminology since 1989. In 1990 he won the AAMTEC Best Educational 
Video in Canada Award of Excellence (as executive director and scriptwriter) for The Last Dance: Murder in 
Canada.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Canada wide.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: A lively speaker, consistently rated by university students as either 4 or 5 on a  
ýve point scale.	  
CONTACT INFORMATION: Box N28, Bowen Island, BC, V0N 1G0 E-mail; nboyd@sfu.ca	  
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	  

Kathryn Bridge	  
 
GENRE: British Columbia history. Biography GRADES: 5 to 12. STUDENTS: Classroom or larger.	   
Length: 1/2 to 1 1/2 hour depending upon requirements. Can incorporate a slide show of historical photos and art 
works into the session, to illustrate the talk and provide a valuable visual component.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Canadian history and BC history ýts into the social studies learning  
outcomes for Gr. 5 and Gr. 10 in particular, themes for other grades demonstrated with historical examples.  
Author of: Henry and Self: The Private Life of Sarah Crease 1826 - 1922, a biography of a pioneer artist and 
mother whose written and artistic records tell us a great deal about 19th Century life in BC, introduce us to a  
family of personalities and typical family interplays. By Snowshoe, Buckboard and Steamer: Women of the Fron-
tier. Life stories of four pioneering women. These women left fabulous written and pictorial records of  
travel and life in 19th century BC.Phyllis Munday: Mountaineer. A young adult/adult biography of a renowned 
mountain climber, the ýrst woman to ascend Mount Robson.	  
PRESENTATION: Introducing historical personalities by reading excerpts from their own writings, accompanied 
by photos and art works in a slide show. This works on a classroom level, or at a larger reading. I also encourage 
children to write about their experiences, to keep a journal, to write letters or to email. A mike and a podium are 
handy for larger situations. A slide projector and a screen are also required.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Victoria,Vancouver Island, Lower Mainland. Farther aýeld requires more than one venue. 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY : Presentations are energized, full of fun facts and historical details told in an engaging way.  
I am equally comfortable in a school or public setting.	  
E-mail: kbridge@telus.net	   
FEE STRUCTURE: Negotiable on fees, but travel out of Victoria must be covered.	  



Rob Budde
GENRE: Poetry. Novel. GRADES: Any. STUDENTS: 20 maximum. LENGTH: Flexible.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Learning about literature, story-telling, poetry, writing and reading skills.	
AUTHOR OF: Catch as Catch, Misshapen, trafýck. Forthcoming October 2003 “The Dying Poem” (novel) from 
Coach House Books. Spring 2004, ñþickerò - (prose) Cauldron Books. Online literary magazine at: http:/ston-
estone.unbc.ca	  
PRESENTATION: Presentation would most likely and effectively be about creative writing skills and involve a  
reading of my or other work, writing exercises to develop skills, and workshopping.	  
CITY/AREA: North and Central BC.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: I have taught university-level creativewriting for 4 years and have received positive  
evaluations.	   
BIO: Rob Budde received his M.A. and PhD from the University of Calgary. Teaches creative writing in the Univer-
sity of Northern British Columbiaĭs English Dept. His other teaching interests include: Critical Theory, Canadian 
and Twentieth-Century Literature, and Contemporary Poetics. He has published many scholarly articles and liter-
ary reviews besides books of poetry and a novel edited by Rudy Wiebe. He is currently at work on several proj-
ects including a novel about a ýlm-maker trying to produce a documentary about a deceased poet whose ghost is 
befuddling the ýlm-making process; a book of interviews with poets on their work; and a series of autobiographical 
prose poems.	   
CONTACT INFO: University of Northern British Columbia,3333 University Way, Prince George BC, V2N 4Z9 
PHONE: 250- 960-6693 FAX: 250-960-5544 EMAIL: rbudde@unbc.ca 	

WEB SITES: http://www.unbc.ca/english/faculty.html#RobertBudde; http://stonestone.unbc.ca/ 
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	

Della Burford
GENRE: Fiction. Poetry. Picture Books. GRADES: 1- 8. STUDENTS: 150 for Storytelling/Reading; 30 students  
for classroom Workshop (2 per day). LENGTH: 45 mins. for Storytelling/Reading.Workshops: One dayô one month 
residency.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Themes: Nurturing imagination/creativity; realizing personal importance in  
helping the environment and developing a creative approach in expressing feelings: world peace, travels to other 
countries; building self-conýdence, developing inner qualities for personal crisis; dreams and dream journals, 
youth authors, facilitating the writing process.	   
AUTHOR OF: Journey to Dodoland (1995), The Magical Earth Secrets (1990), Environmental Activity Guide. 
PRESENTATION: Storytelling/reading with either a slide show or illustrations of life size puppet Eagle Child. With 
teacher support: Class Poetry Book; Class Big Book with illustrations and short stories; Picture Books, Hero/Hero-
ine, Story Maps, Storyteller Development; Travel Classes;From Story to Performance Teachers’ PD day: Teaching 
the Environment with Creativity; talk plus hands-on activity.	  
CITY/AREA: Vancouver/Victoria. Possibly elsewhere.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ”Students gained a deeper understanding of their responsibility to take care of the earth”, 
“Excellent artistic and storytelling skills”, “Her in-service and interaction with teachers was effective  
and fun.”	  
BIO: Della has a B.Sc. from the University of Alberta and a B.Ed. from Queens University. A former teacher at 
Humber College, Toronto, she has conducted childrenĭs storytelling, creative writing and visual art workshops for 
20 years, in Mexico, England, Holland, U.S.A., Guatemala, Italy and Korea. Dodoland in Cyberspace and has 
received 7 million hits and 700,00 visits in 7 years.	  
CONTACT INFO: #6-2277 Wall Street, Vancouver, V5L 1G4 PHONE/FAX: 604-731-7715 			 
EMAIL: dodland@dodoland.com WEB: www.dodoland.com	  
FEE STRUCTURE: Presentations: $300 + travel andaccommodation outside Vancouver.	



Norma Charles	   
 
GENRE: Writing for Children. GRADES: All, including post-secondary. STUDENTS: 60 maximum.	 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Author will show how a book comes about, from the initial idea, and  
brainstorming for ideas and characters, through ýrst drafts, the self-editing process, working with an editor, and 
ýnally, being published.	  
AUTHOR OF: Fuzzy Wuzzy - (Hodgepog), Criss Cross, Double Cross - (Beach Holme), The Accomplice -(Rain-
coast), Sophie Sea to Sea - (Beach Holme), Dolphin Alert! -(Nelson), Runaway - (Coteau) See You Later, Alligator 
- (Scholastic), Darlene’s Shadow - (General) April Fool Heroes - (Nelson).	   
PRESENTATION: Length: usually 1 hour, but þexible. Shows students how events from oneôs own life can inspire 
a story. Likes to use visual aids to bring the stories alive. For example, talking about Dolphin Alert! shows the type 
of ýshing net that traps dolphins. For Sophie Sea to Sea, a large map of Canada traces Sophie’s route across 
Canada in 1949. For The Accomplice, a kayak skirt and paddle demonstrate how to paddle a kayak.	  
CITY/AREA: Vancouver to Hope and beyond.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ñIt was great seeing you at the library and I really liked all your stories. It was my ýrst time 
meeting a real author. Please keep writing great books and come back soon.”	  
BIO: Born in St. Boniface, Manitoba, moved to the west coast with her family as a young child. After graduating 
from UBC, taught school, then “retired” to have four children. Then she began to write books for children. When 
her youngest child entered school, she returned to teaching and was a teacher/librarian in Vancouver. Now she 
writes full time. Author of 12 books for children. Awards: Shortlisted: Sheila Egoff Award for Children’s Literature, 
2002, for The Accomplice. BC Year 2000 Book Award for Sophie Sea to Sea.	   
CONTACT INFORMATION: 1844 Acadia, Vancouver., B.C. V6T 1R3 Phone: (604) 222-1541	   
Email: ncharles@axionet.com.	  
Fee Structure: $150.00 for a 1 hour presentation; $450.00 for a full day with 4 presentations.	

Maria Coffey
GENRE: Fiction. Non-ýction. Travel. GRADES: All. Ages 4-8: Fiction; Ages 10-18: Non-Fiction. STUDENTS: 60, 
travel writing workshops limited to 1 class. LENGTH: Forty-ýve to sixty minutes.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Jungle Islands slide show/presentation suits curriculum modules on cul-
tures of the South Paciýc and on global education. Travel writing could be part of a creative writing or journalism 
program.	  
AUTHOR OF: Non-ýction for adults: Visions of the Wild: A Voyage by Kayak Around Vancouver Island. (Harbour 
2001); A Lambing Season In Ireland (McArthur and Co, 2000); Sailing Back In Time (Whitecap 1996); Three 
Moons In Vietnam (1996); A Boat In Our Baggage ( 1994); Fragile Edge (1989 and 1999). Non-ýction for teenag-
ers: Jungle Islands, My South Sea Island Adventure (Annick Press 2001). Fiction for Children (all by Annick): A 
Cat In A Kayak (1998) A Seal In The Family (1999); A Cat Adrift (2002).	  
PRESENTATION: Aged 4-8: Does three children’s stories with the help of hand puppets, and encourages audi-
ence participation. For teenagers: slide show of kayaking in the Solomon Islands. A slide projector, screen, and 
tape recorder are required, plus a mike if the group is large. Travel writing workshop; exercises on observing and  
recording experiences and stimuli while travelling, and fashioning these records into publishable prose.	  
CITY/AREA: Any so long as all expenses are paid.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Lively stories; she encouraged audience participation and handled questions beautifully”,  
”Excellent, the children loved her, Wonderful. Everyone had a great time.”	  
BIO: Began her career as a writer in 1987, published her ýrst book two years later. With her husband she has 
travelled and explored the world. She is presently completing her next book: “Where the Mountain Casts Its 
Shadow; The Personal Costs of Climbing.”	   
CONTACT INFO: 68 Pirates Lane, Protection Island, Nanaimo, BC, V9R 6R1 PHONE: 250-754-6367 
EMAIL: m.coffey@island.net WEB SITE: www.hiddenplaces.net FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	



Shannon Cowan	  
 
GENRE: Fiction. Non-ýction. GRADES: 3-10. STUDENTS: 20 maximum. LENGTH: Flexible. 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Fulýlls the provincial Language Arts requirements for Grades 3-10 by 
encouraging effective communication in written, spoken and visual forms; by helping develop positive attitudes to-
wards the English language; by making connections to life outside the classroom; using technology and language 
to encourage students to think critically and creatively. For Gr. 8-10, proposed activities link careers, include tech-
nology, social science, and Canadian culture.	  
AUTHOR OF: Leaving Winter (Oolichan, 2000), Hiking Vancouver Island (Globe Pegquot Press, 2003). 
PRESENTATION: Grades 3-6: Journal Workshop: Stressing the importance of personal experience, workshop in-
cludes hands-on writing activities, sharing circles, and creating an illuminated manuscript. Grades 7-10: Magazine 
Workshop: How do magazines work? Includes a discussion of some of  our favourite magazines, careers in the 
magazine industry, and the chance to write a magazine article. A hands-on approach to the world of magazines, 
workshop series facilitates the creation of an in-house publication. Students ýll the roles of magazine workers and 
come up with their own magazine concept.	  
CITY/AREA: Vancouver Island, between Nanaimo and PortHardy (including Sointula and Alert Bay), and North 
Van.  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Thank you so much for attending our book club, really enjoyed the talk, best book club we 
have ever had. Leaving Winter [was] a really good read I would be happy to recommend you to any club.”	 BIO: 
Born in 1973, lives in Errington, British Columbia. Has a degree in the Visual Arts from the University of Guelph, 
attended the Banff Writing Studio, and is a three time winning delegate to the BC Festival of the Arts for emerging 
writers. Presently completing her Masters in Creative Writing at UBC.	  
CONTACT INFO: Box #445, Errington, BC, V0R 1V0  PHONE: 250-954-1729 EMAIL: scowan@island.net	
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	

paulo da costa
Genre: Fiction, Poetry. Grades: 6 -12.  students: þexible. Length : þexible.	   
Related learning outcomes: Multicultural Studies, Languages. Inspire students to read. Giving them a 
glimpse into the craft of writing and the life of a writer.	  
Author of: The Scent of a Lie -short stories: Victoria, BC: Ekstasis Editions, 2002.	  
Presentation: poetry or ýction reading, discussion and exchange with students. What is involved in starting a 
literary magazine, how to do reviews, interviews, editing etc… What is involved in the writing life? The process of 
translation. Performance and reading.	  
Bio: paulo da costa was born in Angola and raised in Portugal. He is a writer, editor and translator who has lived 
in Canada since 1989. pauloôs ýrst book of ýction The Scent of a Lie received the 2003 Commonwealth First Book 
Prize for the Canada-Caribbean Region and the W. O Mitchell City of Calgary Book Prize. He is the editor of ýlling 
Station literary magazine. His poetry and ýction have been published in literary magazines around the world and 
have been translated to Italian, Spanish, Serbian, Slovenian and Portuguese. www.paulodacosta.com .	   
City/Town/Area: Vancouver Island and Northern Gulf Islands	 
What people say: Mesmerizing. Engaging. Inspiring. Passionate.	
Contact infoRMATION:palexcosta@hotmail.com. Phone: 250 935 0123	  
Fee Structure: TWUC rates



Sandra Diersch
GENRE: Junior Fiction. GRADES: Grades 3  8. STUDENTS: 60  70 (or three classes).LENGTH: 60 min. max	
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Detailed examination of the writing process.	   
AUTHOR OF: Home Court Advantage (2001) Offside! (2000).	   
PRESENTATION: She takes students through the writing process step by step with questions to the children 
along the way. She covers everything, from getting ideas to holding a ýnished product in your hands. The children 
will handle things like pages from contracts, page proofs, etc. and will have the opportunity to ask questions. San-
dra also poses questions about the plot, characters, setting, problems and solutions in her own books and hands 
out signed bookmarks for correct answers. The ýnal touch is a draw for a signed copy of her most recent novel.	   
BIO: Sandra was born in Toronto but has lived in BC for most of her life. She graduated from SFU in 1991 and 
works in Special Education.	  
CITY/AREA: Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley	 .  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Informative, lively, engaging, well worth the cost.”	 
PHONE: 604467- 4384 E-MAIL:sdiersch@shaw.ca
FEE STRUCTURE: $150 for 60 minutes; $400 for full day 3 sessions maximum.

Jan Drabek	  
 
GENRE: Fiction. Non-ýction. GRADES: Grades 11  12. STUDENTS: Maximum 30. LENGTH: 45  60 minutes.  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: History; W.W. II the Holocaust; writing process; journal writing; Writing 12.  
AUTHOR OF: I Luff You B.C.  An Immigrant¹s Affair With The Seductive Province (Essays, 2001) Thirteen (Auto-
biography, 1991). 11 books, ýction & non-ýction.	 
PRESENTATION: Two alternatives: Presentation A: “Living First, Writing Later: The Importance of Keeping Jour-
nals.” The journals of Jan Drabek’s father, who was a member of the Czech Resistance and an Auschwitz  
survivor, and of his brother, inspired Drabek to keep his own journal some thirty years ago. Presentation covers 
various approaches to journal writing with examples. Presentation B: “People, Events, Activities: Noting and Mak-
ing Use of Them.” This has to do with keeping pertinent notes for future reference. Drawing on  
experience as an ambassador, teacher, journalist and writer to talk about what is important and what isn’t.	BIO: 
Jan Drabek was born in Prague, and came to Canada in 1965 after 17 years in the USA, India, Austria and 
Germany. He graduated in English Literature from the American University in Washington, DC. For 10 years he 
worked as a high school teacher in Vancouver, then wrote ýction and non-ýction until 1989. From 1990 he worked 
for the Foreign Ministry of Czechoslovakia and then the Czech Republic, as ambassador to Kenya, and advisor to 
the Minister and Chief of Protocol. In the late 90’s he was Czech ambassador to Albania in Tirana, and has now 
returned to full-time writing in Vancouver.	   
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Lower Mainland, Vancouver Island or the Okanagan, but may consider any part of BC.	
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: No complaints  He has done enough presentations to know what works, and his  
experience as a teacher helps.	   
CONTACT INFORMATION:# 804  238 Alvin Narod Mews, Vancouver, BC. V6B 5Z3 PHONE: 6048063678	
E-MAIL: jandrabek@mail.novus-tele.net   FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	



Sandy Frances Duncan	  
 
GENRE: Fiction. Non-ýction. GRADES: 4 - 12. STUDENTS: Negotiable; depends on venue, age.	 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Cariboo Runaway and The Toothpaste Genie have been used in schools 
extensively. B.C. Resources is a grade 5 science text.	  
AUTHOR OF: British Columbia, Its Land, Mineral and Water Resources, Gabriola: Paciýc Edge, 1996; Listen to 
Me, Grace Kelly, Kids Can Press, 1990; Pattern Makers, Women’s Press, 1990; Cariboo Runaway, Paciýc Edge, 
1995, movie rights optioned. The Toothpaste Genie. Scholastic, 1981; Dragonhunt, Women’s Press, 1981.	
PRESENTATION: Flexible; 45  60 minutes. Writing workshop, group reading (whole school or classroom only), 
discussion or series of visits for a special project, eg: writing stories from personal experience /memory/ dreams; 
writing about feelings, families, challenges; the writing and publishing process. Writing as performance or col-
laboration. How to write book reviews, interviews, editing, research,marketing. Learning about the life of a writer. 
Prefer a stand/lectern and a glass of water. 									       
CITY/AREA: Anywhere with enough notice.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Excellent”, “vibrant”, “informative”, “you weren’t boring.”	  
BIO: She was born in Vancouver. Earned a M.A. in psychology at the UBC in 1963. She worked as a clinical psy-
chologist for nine years before starting to write. Since 1972, she has been writing full-time. She lives on Gabriola 
Island. Awards: GVLF Award for The Toothpaste Genie. Canadian Children’s Book Centre, “Our Choice,” Award 
for all of her children’s books.	  
PHONE: (250) 247-9752 Email: sduncan@island.net FEE STRUCTURE: $300.00 per half day,  
plus travel. $500.00 for a full day, plus travel. Fees to be established individually.	

Cathy Diane Ford	  
 
GENRE: Poetry. Short ýction. Memoir. Scriptwriting. GRADES: Grades 9  12.  STUDENTS: 5-30. Workshop or-
ganized differently depending on numbers, interest, ability, and level.  LENGTH: 45  60 min., or all-day workshop 
format.	 RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Adapts to the recommendations or requirements of the classroom 
teacher. Sessions support and enrich writing curriculum and study of literature, emphasize the process of writing, 
the  
combination of written and visual art, and writing from life.	   
AUTHOR OF: Saffron, Rose and Flame  the joan of arc poems (gynergy press), The Desiring Heart (Caitlin), By 
Violent Means (blewointment press), Affaires of the Heart (Harbour Publishing), The Womb Rattles Its Pod poems 
(Vehicule Press), the murdered dreams awake (Caitlin), Tall Trees (blewointment press).	   
PRESENTATION: Presentation or full day workshop based on teacher consultation. Includes: workshopping 
poems already written; reworking diary or journal work from the private to the publishable; working in small groups 
on poetry, ýction, or scripts for radio or stage plays; creating a manuscript for submission to publishers; working 
out a combined text and illustrated collection; question and answer period. Usually brings in visual aids such as 
small press publications, visual art, or manuscript versions of one or two poems.	   
BIO: Born in Lloydminster, Saskatchewan and grew up in Northern BC. She is a poet and ýctioniste whose life 
work is an engagement with the feminist revisioning of the english language. She was editor and co-publisher 
of Caitlin Press, served as President of the League of Canadian Poets, was a founding member of the League’s 
feminist caucus.	 
CITY/AREA: Greater Victoria; Lower Mainland; Okanagan ; Northern B.C.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Amazing”, “not what I expected”, “when can you come back?”,  “I knew it was you and that 
you were the poet because of the coat you were wearing.”	   
PHONE: (250) 655-3692  FAX: c/o (250) 655-3993  E-MAIL: catford11@hotmail.com	   
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates plus travel.				  



Dayle Campbell Gaetz	
GENRE: Mystery. Historical. Hi-lo novels. GRADES: 4- 8. STUDENTS: 60  LENGTH: Flexible, one hour presenta-
tions; two hours or more for workshops.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: A Sea Lion Called Selena ties in with grade 3-5 animal studies, sea  
mammals. Historical novels work with learning about early settlements in B.C. and the Gold Rush. 
AUTHOR OF: Mystery from History; The Golden Rose; Living Freight; A Sea Lion Called Salena;  
Night of the Aliens.	  
PRESENTATION: Two or three classes together, preferably in the school library discussing a speciýc book previ-
ously read by the students. e.g. How the novel developed from the initial idea, writing early drafts,  
editing, contract, illustrations, page proofs, the published book. Demonstrates how real life events make their way 
into ýction. Plays games: ñBook Mark Questionò with questions from the story printed on book marks. Prize  is 
a book mark. ñBook Challengeò zeros in on speciýc events in the narrative, develops scenes within a novel.	
WORKSHOPS: Small enthusiastic group focus on use of description, dialogue, character development. Develop  
a short story from a memorable event in their lives.	   
CITY/AREA: Flexible.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Learned a lot about writing”, ”That was fun, now I want to be a writer too”, “Well paced; a 
good mix of talk, reading and questions”.	  
BIO: Grew up in Victoria, B.C., studied at UVic. Began writing career with a picture book in 1986, followed by 
three high-interest, low vocabulary books written for non-readers. Her novels’ adventure, mystery, science- 
ýction and historyô are set mainly in B.C. Reþect a concern for the natural world;its past, present and future in-
habitants.Winner of the Canadian Children’s Book Centre “Our Choice” Award for A Sea Lion Called Salena, The 
Golden Rose, and Living Freight. Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for the Young.	  
CONTACT INFO: 3970 South Island Highway, Campbell River, B.C. V9H 1L9	   
PHONE: 250 537-6286  EMAIL: dgaetz@saltspring.com	 
FEE STRUCTURE: $150 for a 1 hour presentation.$225 for 2 presentations. $300 for full day. Plus travel and ac-
commodation.

Kuldip Gill	 
 
GENRE: Poetry. GRADES: 9-12. STUDENTS: 25-200. LENGTH: Flexible.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: History of the province, cultures (especially Sikhs and their settlement in 
B.C.), land and our literature. Students will learn to a) distinguish different parts of poetry as well as kinds of po-
etry; b) listen to poems as they sound, as they are meant to be read by an author, as well as how they look  
on the page. I sometimes talk about poetry of a particular place, poetry of witness, the immigrant experience,  
contemporary poetry such as rap; classical poetry, or the ‘Canadian canon’, B.C. cultures and historical events  
such as Bill Miner and the train robbery at Mission, B.C.	  
AUTHOR OF: Dharma Rasa (Nightwood Editions,1999). “Valley Sutra”, (forthcoming), 2003, Beach Holme Press.  
PRESENTATION: Readings; Often works around a particular theme or conceptual frame;in a classroom or infor-
mal lecture tries a more speciýc topic such as ñSound-the auditory aspects of poemsò. Workshops: for groups up 
to 25, for beginners or intermediate level students with some experience writing poetry. Focus:  
might be on dream imagery, blues or rap poetry, poetry of place, personal experiences, everyday life, cultural and  
gender literacy through poetry. Lectures: “What is a Poem?”,  “How do you Read a Poem?” or on different aspects 
of poetry such as forms, metaphors, imagery, sound, rhythm. Mike and lectern for large groups.	 CITY/AREA: 
Vancouver/ Lower Mainland/Fraser Valley	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Workshops:”Very good to Excellent.” Readings:”I am moved by the beauty and clarity of 
your expression.”	  
BIO: Kuldip Gill is a poet and a medical anthropologist, instructor, teacher and speaker. She was born in India 
and educated in the Fraser Valley. She presently teaches at the university level. For the past ýve years she has 
focused on creative writing and poetry readings in community venues and schools. Awards: Winner of the B.C. 
2000 Book Award for Dharma Rasa.	  
CONTACT INFO: 2910 Heather St., Van., BC, V5Z 3J8 PHONE & FAX: 604- 872-0887	  
EMAIL: kgill@interchange.ubc.ca FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates. Negotiable depending 
upon length and type of presentation.	



John Gilmore
Genre: Non-ýction, journalism. Grades: Flexible; best suited to high school. Presentations can be all or 
partly in French. Workshops in English only. students: Presentations - þexible. Workshops ï single classes. 
Length: Negotiable. Related learning outcomes: (1) My jazz books are Canadian social history and 
popular music history. Content encourages discussion on: multiculturalism; Canadian culture and history; Quebec 
culture, history, and language; black culture and history; race relations; urban issues; the music business; the 
impact of technology on culture and the workplace; jazz music and history; oral history; local history; research 
methods. (2 and 3) Editing and journalism workshops develop critical thinking, English written and oral skills, inter-
personal skills. (4) Writing/media life presentation deepens understanding of Canadian culture, the creative process, 
life process, and career options.  
Author of: Swinging in Paradise: The Story of Jazz in Montreal; Who’s Who of Jazz in Montreal: Ragtime to 
1970. 
Presentations: (1) Canadian jazz history: From the birth of jazz to the 1960s, Montreal was the jazz and 
entertainment capital of Canada, attracting musicians from across the country. My books explain why, and paint a 
vivid portrait of those exciting times and how the musicians lived. I can give an informal mini-lecture with life sto-
ries and readings from the oral histories of musicians, then facilitate questions and discussion. [French or English] 
(2) Editing workshop [requires OHP]: What an editor does; how to think like an editor; hands-on exercises; putting 
your new skills to use. A series of workshops could take students from conception to publication of a special proj-
ect. (3) Journalism workshop: Basic skills, attitudes, and ethics. Hands-on exercises. Career paths. Critiquing your 
local paper. Return visit could follow-up on assignments.  (4) The writing/ media life: Talk, discussion, Q&A based 
on my life experience. Topics include: The story of my jazz books, from their birth as a class project through ýve 
years of independent research to published books and an archive. Life inside a newsroom (print and radio). The 
freelance life. [French or English]. 
Bio: John Gilmore was born in Montreal and lived there for almost 40 years. He has worked as an editor; a jour-
nalist (for Radio Canada International, etc.); a music programmer for CBC Radio; and a teacher of English as a 
Second Language (in England and Brazil, and at UBC and Vancouver Community College). He spent ýve years 
researching the history of jazz in Montreal. His oral history interviews and other research materials are housed 
at Concordia University Archives, where they have become the cornerstone of a growing jazz history research 
collection. He is currently writing a novel and a memoir of his encounters with the sculptures of Rodin. He holds 
a BFA (Music) from Concordia and an ESL teaching certiýcate from Cambridge University. He speaks French as 
well as English. 
City/Town/Area: Anywhere. 
What people say: “Warm, friendly classroom presence”... “excellent rapport”... “a class bustling with positive 
energy.” References available. 
Contact info: c/o TWUC  E-mail: jn_gilmore@yahoo.ca.  
Fee Structure: TWUC rates.

Leona Gom	  
 
GENRE: Poetry. Fiction. GRADES: 10  12. STUDENTS: 50.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUCOMES: My poetry is included in a number of anthologies on the curriculum. It is rela-
tively accessible, and the comic poems are popular with students. My ýction is set locally, and I can discuss the 
use of such settings and the publishing process.	 
AUTHOR OF: After Image: Second Story Press, 1996.The Collected Poems: Sono Nis Press, 1991, The Y Chro-
mosome: Second Story Press, 1990, Zero Avenue: Douglas & McIntyre Ltd. 1989, Europe: Fisher Paperbacks, 
1992, Housebroken: NeWest Press, 1986, Northbound- Saskatoon: Thistledown Press, 1984, Freeze Frame: 
Second Story Press, 1999, Hating Gladys: Sumach Press, 2002.	 
PRESENTATION: The length of presentation is þexible, but not to exceed one hour. I do a reading (mostly poetry 
with some ýction  at the discretion of the instructor) and then will take questions and/or will talk about the writing 
process and publishing. I try and adjust my talk to the particular needs and preferences of the instructor. No visu-
als aids are needed; no mike unless the room is very large. A stand or lectern is desirable.	  
CITY/AREA: The Vancouver lower mainland area.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: The comic poems are usually a big hit.	  
BIO: She was born on an isolated farm in the north Peace River district of Alberta, where she lived for 20 yrs. She 



received her BE.d. and M.A. from the University of Alberta. She has taught at colleges and universities, includ-
ing the University of Alberta, U.B.C. and Douglas/Kwantlen Colleges in Surrey, B.C., where she edited the liter-
ary magazine ‘event’ for nearly 10 years. She has published six books of poetry and four novels. She is currently 
working on a new novel. Awards: Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize, BC Book Prize, for Housebroken,1986. CAA Award 
for Best Book of Poetry, for Land of the Peace, 1980.	  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 15534 Semiahmoo Avenue, White Rock, B.C. V4B 1V1 PHONE/ FAX: (604) 538-
1472 
Email: daleona@direct.ca FEE STRUCTURE: $200 per hour/presentation, plus travel if outside of Surrey.

Genni Gunn	  
 
GENRE: Fiction, long and short. Poetry. Translation. GRADES: Grades 9  12. STUDENTS: Unlimited for read-
ings; about twenty for workshops. LENGTH: 60 minutes, þexible. Available for one day workshops.	   
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Creative writing: effective self-expression in writing. She uses a variety of  
teaching methods, including readings, mini-presentations of writing techniques, exercises in prose and poetry and 
student workshop activities.	   
AUTHOR OF: Hungers (Raincoast, 2002. Short stories), Tracing Iris (Raincoast, 2001, novel), Mating in Captivity 
(Quarry, 1994, poetry), On the Road (Oberon, 1991, short stories), Thrice Upon A Time (Quarry, 1990, novel).  
In addition she has translated two books of poetry by Dacia Maraini from Italian, contributed prose, poetry and  
translations to literary magazines in Canada and the US. Her work is also to be found in textbooks and antholo-
gies.	 PRESENTATION: Depending on time, activities could include: reading/discussion of her work; a work-
shop of 
students’ work (Mss submitted before the presentation); a poetry/ prose/screenplay writing workshop with exer-
cises. The workshop would be tailored to the particular venue.	  
BIO: Born in Trieste, Italy, she emigrated to Canada in 1960. She studied music, creative writing and translation  
at UBC, and received her MFA in 1984. Before turning to writing full time, she was a professional musician. She  
currently teaches creative writing workshops at collegeand university level.	   
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Vancouver, but willing to travel to other BC locations if travel expenses are available.	E-
MAIL: GenniGunn@hotmail.com   FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	   
 
 
Lyn Hancock	  
 
GENRE: Non-Fiction. GRADES: Grades 4-7 and up. NUMBER OF STUDENTS: Any number.	   
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Presentations on INUIT and DENE cultures of YUKON, NWT and NUNA-
VUT suit the K-7 Socials Studies curriculum e.g. How people’s basic needs are met in a variety of cultures- Gr 
4. Assesses the relationship between cultures and environments - Gr. 4 & 6. Analyzes how a society’s artistic 
expression reþects its culture - Gr. 6. Demonstrates an appreciation of how the Inuit and Dene cultures contribute 
to Canada and the world - Gr. 5. Describes and compares different economic systems, north and south- Gr. 6. 
Evaluates mass media stereotypes of cultural groups and geographic regions- Gr. 6. Presentation on studying 
and living with cougars, seals, raccoons, bears, eagles, apes, polar bears and walrus - in the wild, at home and in 
the classroom,- is linked to many L.O’s. Follow-up activities e.g. writing stories using camera techniques, inter-
viewing and journal-keeping suit LA.	  
AUTHOR OF: There’s a Seal in my Sleeping Bag, There’s a Raccoon in my Parka, Love Affair with a Cougar, An 
Ape Came out of my Hatbox, Winging it in the North. Educational eg ; N.W.T, Yukon, Nunavut, Vancouver, White-
horse, Iqaluit, Yellowknife, Yukon, NWT & Nunavut.	  
PRESENTATION: Flexible.1 hr. lively slide and video presentation to a large group in the gym/ library followed by 
small group discussion and handling of maps, manuscripts and unique artifacts.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “one of the most fascinating and dynamic authors we’ve had the privilege of meeting”,  
“a gift for transmitting vast amounts of information without being boring or pedantic.”	  
BIO: Born and raised in W. Australia, taught school in Australia, England and Canada, spent one decade rais-
ing seals,raccoons, cougars, bears and apes and three decades wandering alone with a camera, notebook and 
backpack through Canada’s North, recording her experiences in thousands of magazine & newspaper articles & 



18 books.	   
CONTACT INFORMATION: 8270 Sabre Road, Lantzville, B.C. Canada V0R 2H0 PHONE: (250) 390- 9075 	
FAX: (250) 390-9074 EMAIL: lynhancock@shaw.ca www.islandnet.com/pwacvic/hancoc00.html 
FEE STRUCTURE: $300.00 per half day for one major presentation,$550 per day.	

Keith Harrison	  
 
GENRE: Fiction. Short stories and novels. GRADES: 11, 12. STUDENTS: 40. LENGTH: Flexible.	 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Shaping narratives; increasing knowledge of B.C. literature  
and history.	   
AUTHOR OF: Furry Creek, (about poet Pat Lowther); Crossing The Gulf ,(short stories, many set in B.C.); Ey-
emouth, (letters set in Scotland during the French  Revolution); Islands West: Stories from the Coast (Ed.). 
PRESENTATION: Group readings, (class or school) Workshops: Short Short Fiction; The Editing Process;  
Narrative Theory; Contemporary Canadian Literature.	  
CITY/AREA: Nanaimo, Vancouver Island.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Moving, funny, poetic.	  
BIO: Born in Vancouver, Keith studied at UBC and Berkeley before moving to Montreal where he wrote a Ph.D. 
thesis at McGill on Malcolm Lowry. After working in Quebec for many years, Keith returned to the West Coast 
where he Chairs the Dept. of Creative Writing at Malaspina University College. Winner of the B.C. 2000 Book 
Award and the 1991 Okanagan Short Story Award. He lives on Hornby island.	   
CONTACT INFO: Chair, Dept. of Creative Writing & Journalism, Malaspina University College, 900 Fifth 
Ave.,Nanaimo, B.C., V9R 5S5 EMAIL: harrisok@mala.bc.ca or kharrison@mars.ark.com 	 
PHONE: 250- 753- 3245 ext. 2121 FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	  
 

James Heneghan	  
 
GENRE: Childrenôs ýction. GRADES: Grades 6  12. STUDENTS: No maximum. LENGTH: Flexible.	   
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Reading and writing programmes; resource person for school and library.  
AUTHOR OF: Flood , (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2002), The Grave, (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2000), Promises to 
Come, (Kits House, 1998), Wish Me Luck, (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1997).	   
PRESENTATION: Readings, lectures, book talks. Usually an hour-long presentation includes a short reading of 
his own work, followed by discussion and questions, and then reading and discussion of extracts from other writ-
ersĭ work, commenting and inviting feedback. Sometimes James has fun with a young audience by asking their 
names and discussing their characters based on the poetic rhythms of those names. He likes to hear kids laugh.	   
BIO: James Heneghan’s colorful crime career (IN crime, not career OF crime) includes service with the police 
in England and twelve years as a Fingerprint Technician with the police in Vancouver, BC. Many of his books for 
young people are award winners; won the Sheila A. Egoff Award twice, for Wish Me Luck and The Grave, and 
has been nominated for the Governor General’s Award, the Red Cedar Award and the Manitoba Young Readers 
Award. He has been published in Germany, England and France.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Canada-wide.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: His presentations are popular and well-attended.	   
CONTACT INFORMATION: 1202  168 Chadwick Court, North Vancouver, BC, V7M 3L4  PHONE: 604 9832202 
E-MAIL: jamesheneghan@hotmail.com WEBSITE: www.jamesheneghan.com	   
FEE STRUCTURE: $200 for one presentation; (60 - 75 minutes) $350 for two. Maximum is 2 presentations a day.



Pauline Holdstock	  
 
GENRE: Novel. Short Fiction. GRADES: 11, 12. STUDENTS: No maximum number of students.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Especially relevant to creative writing classes; variety of form, technique,  
objectives, style, etc. The Burial Ground is a Ministry of Education recommended resource.	  
AUTHOR OF: The Turning (New Star), House (Beach Holme), The Burial Ground (New Star), Swimming From 
the Flames (Turnstone), The Blackbird’s Song (Simon & Pierre).	  
PRESENTATION: Presentations can be tailored to meet speciýc needs of English classes. Readings include a 
variety of compelling, dramatic material. They are best suited to classroom presentation and may be given to one 
or two classes at a time. Readings can include a 30 minute writing workshop which effectively demonstrates the 
fundamental process of transforming life’s raw material to art.	  
CITY/AREA: No travel expenses for Victoria, Sidney, Sooke areas. Travel expenses would apply to all other ar-
eas, but otherwise there are no restrictions.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “ We always look forward to yourvisits, the readings and comments and your books are  
popular with the students.”	  
BIO: She writes novels, short ýction, poetry and essays. Her books have been published in the U.K. and Germa-
ny, and Canada, her work has been featured on CBC radio. Holdstock’s writing can be found in numerous literary 
magazines, among them: Exile, Grain, This Magazine, Matrix and The Malahat Review in Canada, and Ambit, 
Iron and The Critical Quarterly in the U.K. Her work has been anthologized in Snapshots: The New Canadian Fic-
tion- (Black Moss), Young Bloods- (Exile Editions) and others. AWARDS: W.H. Smith/Books in Canada First Novel 
Award shortlist, TheBlackbird’s Song- B&A/Random House prize for Short Fiction; Prairie Fire Personal Journal-
ism prize.	  
PHONE: (250) 656-2430 Fax: (250) 656-2978 EMAIL: phold@islandnet.com 					   
FEE STRUCTURE: Negotiable according to suggested TWUC structure.	 
 
 
Sandi Johnson	  
 
GENRE: Poetry. GRADES: 1- 12. Students: 30.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: She is interested in imaginative work that is socially relevant. The Comfort 
of Angels, a ýctional work, is based on her experience of working with Ojibwa Indians in northwestern Ontario.  
It portrays digniýed characters who desire freedom and a better life. The Wonderful Naked Man, a luminescent,  
purposeful champion of the alternate possibilities in life, expresses Sandi’s effort in the war against inhibitions.  
AUTHOR OF: The Wonderful Naked Man: Beach Holme Publishers Ltd.,1994; The Comfort of Angels:  
Beach Holme,1992.	   
PRESENTATION: My poetry classes focus on individual expression. An hour-long presentation would consist of  
my reading some poems then inviting questions and discussion from students. Because Iôm ýghting in the  
war against inhibitions I like to assure students that every person’s absolutely unique. In our creative  
expression we communicate that uniqueness. I encourage students to try to understand who they are and to write 
from that understanding. I encourage them to express their true feelings and to enjoy writing. I  
consider keeping a journal to be a valuable tool for writing.	   
CITY/ AREA: Salt Spring Island and Vancouver Island.	  
What People Say: People have said that my presentations have quite an impact on the kids. My  
presentations are entertaining.	  
BIO: She is interested in imaginative work that is socially relevant. The Comfort of Angelsða ýctional workðis 
based on her experience of working with Ojibwa Indians in northwestern Ontario. It portrays digniýed characters 
who desire freedom and a better life. The Wonderful Naked Man—a luminescent, purposeful  
champion of the alternate possibilities in life—expresses Sandi’s effort in the war against inhibitions. Originally 
from Northwestern Ontario, she lives on Salt Spring Is.	  
CONTACT INFO: 122 Mountain view Dr., Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1G1 PHONE: 1-250-537-1767  
EMAIL: sandi@saltspring.com	 FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	



Heather Kellerhals-Stewart	 
 
GENRE: Fiction. GRADES: 2 and up. STUDENTS: Negotiable.	  
AUTHOR OF : Witch’s Fang; Brave Highland Heart; The Whale’s Way; Skookum Sam, Spar Tree Man;  
My Brother’s Train; She Shoots, She Scores; Muktu, the Backward Muskox.	  
PRESENTATION: Flexible re: timing. Readings, story telling and where stories come from, the writing of “tall 
tales,” slide presentations that accompany several of the picture books. A short historical video of early logging 
that accompanies “ Skookum Sam, Spar Tree Man.” A short slide show that portrays life circa 1900 can be used 
while talking about time-travel and my book “ Stuck Fast in Yesterday.”	  
CITY/AREA: Anywhere in B.C./Yukon area.	  
BIO: She grew up in Toronto and graduated from U. of T. in English Language and Literature. After a speedy es-
cape to the mountains of British Columbia she studied Social Work at U.B.C. She presently lives with her  
husband on Quadra Island where they have a farm and a Wood Lot license. Awards: Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre “Our Choice” Selection, Skookum Sam, Spar Tree Man and Brave Highland Heart. Starred review in Quill 
and Quire, My Brother’s Train. Shortlisted, Governor General Awards for Children’s Illustration for Brave Highland 
Heart - Werner Zimmermann illustrator.	   
FAX: (250) 285-2981 EMAIL: hkstew@oberon.ark.com FEE STRUCTURE: Current TWUC rates.

Zoe Landale	  
 
GENRE: Poetry, Creative Non-Fiction. GRADES: 10-12. STUDENTS: For workshops, one class. For readings,  
one class to the whole school.	 PRESENTATION: About one to one and a half hrs.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: I have workshops on different aspects of writing. Depending on what they’re  
currently working with, teachers can put in their orders: imagery, metaphor, point of view, sense of place, etc.	
AUTHOR OF : Blue in this Country, The Rain is Full of Ghosts.	  
PRESENTATION: Mini-lectures (2-3 minutes) on aspects of poetry or creative non-ýction combined with exercises 
that free up the studentsĭ creativity. Students who are willing, share their work aloud with the class. Itĭs fast-paced 
and highly participatory. For workshops, I need an overhead projector. For readings that involve more than one 
class, a mike and a stand. Usually I have hand outs. I also talk to students on Career Days about being a writer.	   
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Greater Vancouver, though I’m willing to travel if expenses are paid.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Teachers have been very enthusiastic. They’ve been known to twist my arm to come back.	
Basically, I’m in love with what I do and that comes over. I want to light students up. I want them excited. Writing is 
a really high order of play and I want to share techniques I’ve found that work.	  
BIO: She has a Masterĭs degree in Fine Arts from UBC, where she studied Creative Writing. A former President of 
the Federation of BC Writers, she works as a freelance writer, teacher and editor. Currently she is teaching writing 
at Kwantlen College in Richmond, BC. She has published ýve books. Her poetry and prose has been published in 
major literary magazines from coast to coast as well as mass market magazines such as Reader’s Digest, Cana-
dian Living, Chatelaine and Harrowsmith. Her work has appeared in over thirty anthologies in Canada and the US 
and has won awards in three genres, ýction, poetry and non-ýction including a National Magazine Gold. First prize 
“Room of One’s Own” poetry competition.	  
CONTACT INFO: #47 - 11751 King Road, Richmond, BC, V7A 3B5  EMAIL: zoelandale@hotmail.com. 
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.

Julie Lawson	  
 
GENRE: Children’s and Young Adult Fiction. GRADES: K to 6 preferred, but will do all grades, K-12. 
STUDENTS: 60 preferred (75 maximum for readings). Maximum of 20 for writing workshops.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Thematic links for primary grades: west-coast environment, family  
relationships, Chinese mythology, etc. Thematic links for Intermediates: friendship, family relationships, racial  
relations, building of the CPR, Klondike Gold Rush, history of Rogers Pass, history of Victoria (1896),  
railway transportation.	  
AUTHOR OF: Disaster at the Bridge- Penguin, 2002;The Klondike Cat- Kids Can Press, 2002; A Ribbon of Shin-
ing Steel: The Railway Diary of Kate Cameron - Scholastic, 2002; Destination Gold!- Orca, 2000. 



PRESENTATION: Length: 1 hour. Presentations are lively and informative, and give children a glimpse into the 
whole writing process, from the spark of an idea to the ýnished book. They can be structured to meet the needs of 
a class or theme. Topics for writing workshops include points of view, sensory detail, developing suspense.	
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “It’s amazing how Julie captured Canadian History and turned the stories into interesting 
books. Excellent presentation and storytelling.”	  
BIO: She was born in Victoria, B.C. and graduated from the University of Victoria with an Honours B.A. in French. 
She taught elementary school for 18 years. She reads regularly in schools and libraries and speaks at festivals, 
workshops and conferences. Awards: Sheila A. Egoff Children’s Prize, for White Jade Tiger. Shortlisted, Canadian 
Library Association Children’s Book-of-the-Year Award, for White Jade Tiger and The Dragon’s Pearl. Shortlisted, 
Ontario Silver Birch Award, for Goldstone and The Ghost of Avalanche Mountain. Shortlisted, Ruth Schwartz 
Award, for The Dragon’s Pearl. National Parenting Publication Award, U.S.A., for The Dragon’s Pearl.	 CON-
TACT INFORMATION: 1111-450 Simcoe Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 1L4 Phone/Fax: (250) 361-3938	  
EMAIL: julielawson@telus.net  WEBSITE: www.canscaip.org/bios/lawsonj	  
FEE STRUCTURE: $200 (plus GST) for one session only, $150 (plus GST) per session for two or more, plus ex-
penses.	

Pauline Le Bel	  
 
GENRE: Screenplays. Radio dramas. Plays. (French and English). Novels. Songs.  READINGS: K - 6. work-
shops: 3 - 12; Movie screenings: all ages. STUDENTS: Readings - 50; workshops - 25; screenings -100.	
 LEARNING OUTCOMES: Focus is story, and its role in helping children understand the universe and their place 
in it. I like to speak with teachers beforehand to discuss the needs of their classroom.	   
AUTHOR OF: The Song Spinner, novel, and Emmy-nominated ýlm.	   
PRESENTATION: Flexible; movie is 90 minutes. Readings: from The Song Spinner, or work-in-progress.  
I may dress like one of the characters and invite the children to enter into that fantasy world. Movie  
screenings: I open with a song and encourage the children to do the same. Writing workshops emphasize the 
purpose of story and its power to transform the writer as well as the reader. The screenwriting workshop shows 
students how to get started on a script. Writer-in-Residence: I spend a week or so in the school focusing on a 
theme and work with all the classes; I also offer one-on-one story consultation.	  
CITY/AREA: Anywhere.	 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “A most wonderful experience for both myself and my Gr. 6 students...You have a gift that 
you obviously enjoy sharing with youngsters...After your workshop...the students had a positive feeling about 
themselves and their writing, and they were proud to share with others what they had accomplished.”	   
BIO: Born in Tecumseh she has completed the sequel to her novel, as well as a CD of her own songs. She is  
currently at work on a screenplay.	   
CONTACT INFO: Box D-70 Bowen Island, B.C. V0N 1G0  PHONE: (604) 947- 0907	   
EMAIL: pauline@codacom.com WEBSITE: www.suncoastarts.com/paulinelebel.html;	  
FEE STRUCTURE: Fee structure: $300 per half day; $500 per full day plus travel.	



Richard Somerset Mackie	        
 
GENRE: Non-ýction. British Columbia history; Canadian history. GRADES: All grades. STUDENTS: No limit.	
LENGTH: 20  60 minutes.	   
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: The presentations would be of particular interest to social studies and  
history classes studying Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada, the fur trade, the history of logging,  
or coastal history generally.	   
AUTHOR OF: Island Timber: The Social History of the Comox Logging Company,- Vancouver Island  
(Sono Nis, 2000), Trading Beyond the Mountains: The British Fur Trade on the Paciýc (UBC Press, 1997), The 
Wilderness Profound: Victorian Life on the Gulf of Georgia (Sono Nis, 1995), articles in Beaver  and Beautiful Brit-
ish Columbia.	   
PRESENTATION: Richard Mackie shows slides relating to the logging history of coastal BC, the fur trade history 
of Western Canada and BC, the history of Vancouver Island, and cougar hunting on Vancouver Island. He also 
gives lectures or workshops in historical research techniques, local history writing, and how to write  
articles/books with historical themes.	   
BIO: Richard Mackie was born in Edmonton and moved to Vancouver Island when he was eleven. He studied 
European history at the University of St. Andrews, and Canadian history at UVic and UBC. Currently a  
Freelance writer, he has also worked as a biographer, historian, lecturer, archaeologist and garbage collector. He 
won the Lieutenant-Governorĭs Medal for Historical Writing in 1998 for Trading Beyond the Mountains. 
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “this book makes engrossing reading”; “Mackie does a dandy job of presenting his informa-
tion”; “lively style of presentation.”	   
CONTACT INFORMATION: 1550 Gordon Place RR1 Cowichan Bay, BC V0R 1N0  EMAIL: cathrich@islandnet.
com 
PHONE: 250  746 - 6586  FEE STRUCTURE: $300 per half day, $500 per whole day + travel and accommodation 
if required.

Ainslie Manson
GENRE: Children’s literature. GRADES: Grades 1  7. STUDENTS: Maximum 100, but preferably 30  60.  	
LENGTH: One to one and a half hours.	   
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Pioneers; First Nations; Explorers; Canadian history/BC history; Prime Min-
isters; Disabilities.	   
AUTHOR OF: Leaving The Log House, Orca, 2003, and ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, From Canada by Land, 
Groundwood, 2003. House Calls (The true story of a pioneer doctor, Groundwood, 2001); Ballerinas Don’t Wear 
Glasses  
(Orca, 2000); Baboo (Groundwood, 1998); Just Like New (Groundwood, 1995); A Dog Came Too (Groundwood, 
1992).	 PRESENTATION: Talks/readings for 30  100 students. She always uses a lot of “show and tell” items. 1. 
What it’s like to be a writer; A Writer’s Day. 2. How I Got Started. 3. Where Ideas Come From. 4. Canadian Explor-
ers. 5. Pioneers. 6. Fun and not-so-fun research. 7. Working with an illustrator. Workshops: Using Just Like New 
and  
Ballerinas Don’t Wear Glasses as examples, she shows students how long-ago memories can lead step by step  
to a ýnished story  fact into ýction.	   
BIO: She was born in Montreal and spent her childhood in Quebec and has lived in Vancouver since 1970. She  
freelanced for the Vancouver Province in the 80’s, contributing over 100 Canadian history-related articles  
to their education page. She has been shortlisted for the Mr. Christie Award, the Geoffrey Bisson Award for His-
torical Fiction, and the Sheila A. Egoff Award.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ñEveryone loved you!ò, ñI received great reviews from all the libraries you visited.ò 
ñWe feel that this experience was beneýcial to both teachers and students.ò	   
CONTACT INFORMATION: 4768 The Highway, West Vancouver, BC. V7W 1J5 PHONE: 604  926  3825 	FAX: 
604  925 - 0358 E-MAIL: amanson@telus.net  FEE STRUCTURE: $250 per session; $600 for 3 sessions.  
Two sessions if distance is involved and travel expenses.	



Rona Murray	  
 
GENRE: Poetry. Short ýction. Drama. Non-ýction. GRADES: Senior grades. STUDENTS: for a reading, any num-
ber; for a workshop  of 1 or 2 hours, 12  15. LENGTH: For a reading, 50 min., a workshop, þexible. 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Canadian literature, any genre; British literature or U.S. Lit.erature;any as-
pect of drama.	  
AUTHOR OF: Eleven books, as well as many contributions of poetry, short stories and creative non-ýction to jour-
nals and anthologies such as Contemporary Poets of British Columbia (Sono Nis), Best Canadian Short Stories 
(Oberon), The New Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Oxford), Poetry By Canadian Women (Oxford), Six Poets of 
British Columbia (Sono Nis), Women and Words: the Anthology (Harbour), Metavisions (Quadrant), Rainshadow 
(Oolichan), and four plays produced in Victoria, Vancouver, Toronto and Seattle. 
PRESENTATION: Particularly enjoys workshopping manuscripts, with a class of between six and ýfteen students. 
Attempts to give students conýdence in their work and in themselves. She works on form and encourages  
students to perfect their technique.	  
BIO: She has spent over twenty-ýve years teaching English and Creative Writing in universities and colleges 
throughout BC. She has travelled widely, and has lived in England, India and the USA. She has appeared on the 
CBC and the BBC. Her awards include The Ardella Mills Creative Writing Award (USA, 1943), the BC Centennial 
One Act Play Award (1958), The MacMillan of Canada Creative Writing Award (1964), the Norma Epstein National 
Award for Creative Writing (1965), and the Pat Lowther Award (1982). She was shortlisted for the Ethel Wilson 
Award in 1987. She is theatre critic for Monday Magazine.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Victoria and Lower Vancouver Island.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Rona has given many readings and workshops across the country and is usually asked to  
make return visits.	  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 3825 Duke Road, Victoria, BC, V9C 4B2 PHONE: 250 474- 2963	   
E-MAIL: murraydexter@shaw.ca FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.

	  
 
Sheryl McFarlane	  
 
GENRE: Books for young readers. GRADES: All grades. STUDENTS: 75 or three classes for a regular session. 
Writing workshops for individual classes.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Students will have the opportunity to learn about the writing process  
including: ideas, editing, and research of natural history topics that relate to my books. Encouraging reading  
is always a part of my program.	  
AUTHOR OF: Waiting for the Whales: Orca Book Publishers, 1991. Jessie’s Island: Orca Book Publishers, 1992; 
Eagle Dreams: Orca Book Publishers, 1994; Moonsail Dreams Going to the Fair: Orca Book Publishers, 1996; A 
Pod of Orcas: Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2002.	  
PRESENTATION: 1 hour in length. I share the facts behind the ýction and demonstrate different aspects of pub-
lishing and writing, through games, activities and stories. Keynote addresses and hands-on workshops  
are available for students, teachers, and other groups.	  
CITY/AREA: Any and all areas.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “We know you’ve made a lasting impression.”,  “Your words and passion touched so many 
people at the 1996 conference that we would like you to speak for us again.”	   
BIO: Born in the Ottawa Valley, but grew up in Arizona. She earned her BE.d. in Science and Canadian Studies at 
UBC. Currently, she co-chairs the Victoria Children’s Book Festival, while she completes her seventh book.	
Awards: Governor General’s Literary Award, for illustration. IODE Award for text. Canadian National Library No-
table Book. Shortlisted, for Mr. Christie Book Award, Canadian Children’s Book Centre ”Our Choice” Selection. 
CONTACT INFO: 168 Beechwood Ave,Victoria, B.C. V8S 3W5 PHONE: (250) 598-5645 			  Email: 
sheryl@waitingforthewhales.com Website: www.waitingforthewhales.com	  
FEE STRUCTURE: $200.00 for 1 hour plus travel expenses.$300.00 for 1/2day (2 sessions) plus travel expens-
es.$600.00 for full day (4 sessions) plus travel expenses.Conference Fees upon request.	



Isabel Nanton	  
 
GENRE: Non Fiction - about British Columbia. GRADES: Elementary 3, 4 and 5, plus adult learners. STUDENTS: 
25 + 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: The material covers the history, culture, þora, fauna and personalities that 
have shaped the Province of B.C.	   
AUTHOR OF: Discover B.C. (Scholastic); Adventuring in British Columbia (Sierra Club and Douglas & McIntyre 
1996) with Mary Simpson; Discover Canada (Grolier 1994); Souvenir Guide to Canada (Chinaguide Series, 
1989); A History of Ravay (Desktop, 1974).	  
PRESENTATION: She stands or sits with the children either in the classroom or library and entertains as well as 
educates using visual aids. Adult presentations:how to research, edit, write book reviews and  
market non-ýction.	  
CITY/AREA: Province- wide in B.C. and Alberta.	 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Children enjoy the process and are never bored. Adults respond in class evaluations: 
“clear, concise delivery, cutting-edge information and sense of humour.”	   
BIO: Born in Kenya, Isabel now lives in Canada where she writes ýction and non-ýction. She is also a broadcaster 
and has eighteen years’ experience instructing creative writing in UBC’s continuing education department. Her 
specialties are adventure travel and the natural world. Her ýction focuses on immigrant stories. Isabel won the 
Courier Fiction Prize, 1996; the Paciýc Area Tourism Association Gold Award in 1986 and 1993ðDiscovery and 
Globe and Mail; and The Tourism Industry Association of Canada, Best Feature, Skyword, 1984. 
CONTACT INFO: 4589 West 3rd Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6R 1N3 PHONE: 604.222-1354 
EMAIL: isabelnanton@shaw.ca  	   FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates	

Margriet Ruurs	  
 
GENRE: Educational picture books. Novels. Poetry. GRADES: K - 8. STUDENTS: 120 maximum.	 
LENGTH: Thirty to sixty minutes. Half or full day.	 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Language arts such as writing ýction, non-ýction and poetry. Speech arts, 
writing skills, social skills e.g. areas of Canada.	  
AUTHOR OF: A Mountain Alphabet, Emmaôs Eggs series. A Paciýc Alphabet, Logan’s Lake, The Power of Po-
ems, Big Little Dog, On The Write Track,Virtual Maniac.	  
PRESENTATION: For K - 2: poetry and picture book readings. Grades 2 - 8: readings as well as slide show on the 
making of books; or writing workshops. For adults: slideshow on my books. Pro-D: Poetry writing workshop and 
using children’s literature in the classroom.	  
CITY/AREA: Anywhere.	 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ñ Excellent! Very useful and practical information to apply in my classroom.ò ñBest speaker  
at the conference.”	   
BIO: Margriet Ruurs’s enthusiasm for playing with words is obvious in all her books. She teaches creative writing 
in elementary schools and by e-mail. She has a Master’s degree in Education from Simon Fraser University.  
PHONE: 250-546-2900 FAX: 250-546-2916 EMAIL: ruurs@shaw.ca WEB: www.margrietruurs.com 
FEE STRUCTURE: $500 a day + travel and accommodations or $750 for Pro-D and conference speaker.



Lillian Sam	  
 
GENRE: Poetry. Storytelling. GRADES: 8-12. STUDENTS: 10-20 maximum. LENGTH: Half to one hour. Flexible 
or timed. 
AUTHOR OF: Nak’azdli Elders Speak (Theytus Books, 2000).	  
PRESENTATION: Includes topics such as the Clan system used by the Carrier people, their native history back to 
the 1700’s, including all cultural aspects, language and way of life.	  
CITY/AREA: Prince George, UNBC - Prince George, Fort St. James, Burns Lake, Vanderhoof, CNC - Prince 
George.	 WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ”I’d like to learn my language; I write poems too; I’d like to learn more 
about our history.” 
BIO: Born on April Foolĭs day, 1939, Lillian Sam is a member of the Carrier First Nations. She comes from the 
hereditary lineage of Chief Kwah, and stems from the Lht’sumusyoo clan whose symbol is the Beaver. Prior to the 
publication of her ýrst book, Nak’azdli Elders Speak in 2000, her poems were published in Gatherings. Her ýrst 
published poem, ‘Rebirth’ appeared in Our World’s Most Beloved Poems, (Theytus,1984). In October, 2001, she 
made a presentation on Chief Kwah for the Royal BC Museum’s Living Landscape exhibition in Burns Lake. 
CONTACT INFO: Box 333, Fort St. James, BC, V0J 1P0 PHONE: 250- 996-7648 (h) 250-996-0088 (w)	  
EMAIL: Tsekeyaz@hotmail.com FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	

Ellen Schwartz
Genre: children’s books. Grades: 2-12. students: 60. Length (þexible or timed): 40 ï 60 depending on 
grade level.  
Related learning outcomes: Jesse’s Star (intermediate grades): Canadian immigration; bullying; different 
cultures. Mr. Belinsky’s Bagels (primary grades): community and neighbourhood; how bread is made. Starshine 
books (intermediate grades): spiders and science; multi-cultural friends. Born a Woman (secondary grades): his-
tory of women’s music in Canada. I’m a Vegetarian (intermediate grades): diet, lifestyle and health; home eco-
nomics. I Love Yoga (intermediate grades): ýtness, lifestyle and health; spirituality; physical education and sports.  
Author of: Mr. Belinsky’s Bagels, Jesse’s Star, Starshine!, Starshine at Camp Crescent Moon, Starshine on 
TV, 
Starshine and the Fanged Vampire Spider, Born a Woman, I’m a Vegetarian, I Love Yoga. 
Presentation: My readings usually take place in the library, with up to 60 kids sitting on the þoor. I start with a 
short reading from one of my books. Then I discuss the writing process from the initial idea through to publication. 
I talk about how I got the idea, how I got ready to write the book, research involved, drafting and rewriting, submis-
sion and acceptance, working with the editor, and development of the book cover and illustrations. I show drafts, 
my writing tools, research sources and sketches of the illustrations. There is a question and answer period. I 
close with another short reading. I do not need a mike. I need a small table for my books and props and a bulletin 
board, chalkboard or white board for putting up posters. Teachers are expected to remain for the reading.  
Bio: I was born in Washington, DC, immigrated to Canada in 1972 and now live in Burnaby, British Columbia. 
As a child, I never thought of becoming a writer; I was passionate about dancing. But all my life I’ve been an avid 
reader. I became a special education teacher and began my writing career by writing educational stories. In addi-
tion to my books, I have published dozens of magazine articles and short stories, and my stories for children have 
been published in children’s magazines and teaching anthologies. I work as a corporate writer and teach creative 
writing classes at Simon Fraser University and Douglas College. I have two daughters, a husband and an ador-
able, rambunctious spaniel mutt named Maggie. 
City/Town/Area: anywhere in Canada, providing travel is paid 
What people say: Teachers often tell me that they appreciate the emphasis I place on drafting and the writing 
process, and the fact that my readings are very interactive. 
Contact info: email: polestar@axion.net Phone: 604 435-3108 web: www.ellenschwartz.net 
Fee Structure: $175/reading; $500/day (3 readings).



Andrea Spalding	  
 
GENRE: Children’s Literature. GRADES: K  6. STUDENTS: Three classes. LENGTH: Grades K  2, 45 minutes  1 
hour; all other sessions 1 hour.	   
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Turning on students to reading, using the library, research skills and writing 
their own stories. Many of her books relate to the elementary curriculum in Arts, Social Studies and Aboriginal 
studies.	AUTHOR OF: Me and Mr. Mah, Sarah May and the New Red Dress, It’s Raining, It’s Pouring, Phoebe 
and the Gypsy, The Keeper and the Crows, Island of My Own, Finders Keepers, Adventure Net series; 
The Summer Of Magic Quartet: Book 1; The White Horse Talisman.	  
PRESENTATION: Gr. K-2: Focuses on exploring picture book stories and involves the students in helping to make 
up a group story. Gr. 3  4: Andrea uses a picture book to examine the roles of writer and  
illustrator and a chapter book to explain where ideas come from. Gr. 5 6: Creating a novel from research and plot-
ting. Andrea uses overheads. All sessions require a large table, chair, water, with an overhead projector, screen 
and blackout for Gr. 3  6.	   
BIO: A full-time writer, she has been a teacher, actor, storyteller and folksinger. She came to Canada in 1967 and 
lived in Edmonton for 24 years. She now lives on a Gulf Island in BC. Several times shortlisted for Silver Birch 
Awards, Violet Downey, Ruth Schwartz and BC Book Awards, she won a BC 2000 Book Award for  
Me and Mr. Mah.	  
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere, year-round.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “If only we could all teach like Andrea. If only all children could be taught by Andrea.”  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 1105 Ogden Road, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M1 PHONE/FAX: 250  629 - 2047  
E-MAIL: andrea@andreaspalding.com  WEBSITE: www.andreaspalding.com	   
FEE STRUCTURE: $200 + GST per session, max. 3 sessions /day +travel costs. 3 sessions in same school, 
$500 +GST + travel. School is responsible for lunch.	

Audrey Thomas	 
 
GENRE: Fiction. Novels. Short stories. GRADES: 10, 11, 12. STUDENTS: 1 class at a time.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Isobel Gunn ties in with Canadian History and any study of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company; writing process.	   
AUTHOR OF: The Path of Totality - Penguin Canada, 2001; Isobel Gunn, Penguin Canada, 1999; Coming Down 
From Wa, 1995; Over 20 radio dramas; The Wild Blue Yonder, Toronto: Penguin Books Canada Limited, 1990; 
Goodbye Harold, Good Luck, Penguin Books, 1986; Intertidal Life, Stoddart Publishing Co. Limited, 1984; Latakia, 
Talon Books, 1979; Mrs. Blood, Talon Books, 1975.	  
PRESENTATION: Flexible. In the case of the novel Isobel Gunn, we could do a project on historical ýction, using 
archives, fact plus imagination, the links between Orkney and the Hudsonĭs Bay Company. I could bring in ýddle 
music, reproductions of paintings of the period, and selections from diaries (e.g. Sir James Douglas, etc.). (Cre-
ative Writing workshops-maximum 8 students a time).	  
CITY/AREA: Vancouver, Victoria, Gulf Islands.	  
BIO: Born in the States, she has lived in Canada since 1959. Her ýrst book was written here and in West Africa. 
Awards: Ethel Wilson Award, B.C. Book Prize for Fiction, for Coming Down from Wa, 1995, also nominated for 
Governor General’s Award and Commonwealth Literature Prize. Ethel Wilson Award for Fiction, B.C. Book Prize, 
for Wild Blue Yonder, 1991. Canada-Australia Literary Prize, 1990. Marian Engel Award, 1987. Canada-Scotland 
Literary Fellow, 1985-86.	   
CONTACT INFO: Box 11, C50, R.R.2 Galiano, B.C. V0N 1P0 Phone: (250) 539-3177 (after 3 pm only or on week-
ends) 
Email: atom@paciýccoast.net  FEE STRUCTURE: $300.00 for half-day plus all travel expenses; $600.00 for full 
day plus all expenses.	

 
 



Margaret Thompson	  
 
GENRE: Literary Fiction. Fiction for Young Adults (Historical). GRADES: 4 up to 12. Students: Negotiable, prefer-
ably no more than two classes.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: My YA novel relates to studies of Canadian/BC History, the fur trade (early 
19th century), Aboriginal culture (the Carrier people). Writing Process: from idea to publication; using history as a 
basis for storytelling.	  
AUTHOR OF: Fox Winter, Hodgepog Books, 2003 (YA); Eyewitness, Ronsdale Press, Hide and Seek, Caitlin 
Press, 1996; First Encounters in Beginnings (ed.) Ann Walsh, Ronsdale Press, 2001; Squaring the Round: The 
Early Years of Fort St. James, Self-Published, 1992.	  
PRESENTATION: Flexible. While I can do any type of reading, my presentation on the fur trade is best with  
smaller groups. I bring furs, dried salmon and fur trade artifacts to illustrate the privation of fur trade life in the 
early 19th century in B.C. For presentations on writing, I engage the students in conversation and discussion: the 
emphasis is on two-way communication.	 
CITY/AREA: Anywhere. Vancouver Island and Lower Mainland are the most convenient for me.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: The children are absorbed and excited, they keep talking about the presentations  
afterwards and seek out the books. They love the furs and dried salmon. They say I am an excellent reader.	
BIO: She was born in England at the beginning of WWII. She was educated at a local grammar school and at 
London University where she obtained a B.A. (Hons.) in English. She taught English in secondary schools until 
retiring in 1996. Awards: Winner, Event Creative Non-Fiction Contest, 1999. Winner, Short Grain Creative Non-
Fiction, 1999. Finalist, Writers’ Union Writing for Children Competition, 1997. BC 2000 Book Award, and Children’s 
Book Centre “Our Choice 2001” designation for Eyewitness	  
PHONE: (250) 658-6793 FAX: (250) 658-4593  EMAIL: magpye@shaw.ca	    
FEE STRUCTURE: $300.00 per 1/2 day for 1 or 2presentations $500.00 per full day; plus travel. Negotiable.	  

Karen X Tulchinsky	  
 
GENRE: Fiction. Short stories. Novel. Screenwriting. GRADES: K - 12. STUDENTS: The more the merrier.  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Creative writing workshop with in-class writing exercises. Other topics: How 
to start writing; How to get published: How to write a novel; Screenplay writing workshop; Writing a television show. 
AUTHOR OF: Love and Other Ruins, Love Ruins Everything, Hot and Bothered- Arsenal Pulp Press, 1998; To Be 
Continued- Firebrand Books, 1998; In Her Nature- Womenôs Press, 1995; Queer View Mirror: Lesbian and Gay 
Short Fiction- Arsenal Pulp Press.	   
PRESENTATION: Flexible. I do class participation writing workshops, on writing the short story, a novel, screen-
play or television show. The workshop includes both instruction and in-class writing exercises that allow the 
students to practise the skills learned (for all grade levels).	  
CITY/AREA: Vancouver, Gulf Islands, Nanaimo, Sunshine Coast, Victoria, North Vancouver, Lower Mainland. 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “I came a reader, left as a writer.”,  “Excellent instruction. I felt very supported.” 
BIO: An award-winning author, she is the editor of numerous anthologies of contemporary ýction. Writes for The 
Vancouver Sun, The Lambda Book Report, DIVA, Curve, Girlfriends, and other magazines. She teaches creative  
writing and does freelance editing and consulting. Awards: Love Ruins Everything was named One of the Top Ten 
Books for 1998 by the San Francisco Bay Area Reporter. Finalist, Lambda Literary Award for To Be Continued. 
Winner, Vancity Book Prize, for In Her Nature, 1996.Winner, McClelland & Stewart Scholarship for the Banff Cen-
tre of Fine Arts.	  
PHONE: (604) 251-5085 EMAIL:  kxt@primus.ca WEB PAGE: www.karenxtulchinsky.com	  
FEE STRUCTURE: $300.00 per half day plus travel expenses; $500.00 per full day plus travel expenses;  
$250.00 per 1 hour plus travel expenses.	

 
 



Diane Tullson
GENRE: Young Adult ýction; non-ýction essay GRADES: 7+. STUDENTS: Book talks, up to 90; Workshops, 
20-30. RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Talks can be customized for the group, including how ideas become 
stories, plot and character, deciphering theme, editing, critiquing, tools for effective non-ýction, and the publishing 
process. AUTHOR OF: Darwin Expedition: Orca Book Publishers 2007; Zero: Fitzhenry & Whiteside 2006; Red 
Sea:  Orca Book Publishers 2005; Blue Highway: Fitzhenry & Whiteside 2004; Edge: Fitzenry & Whiteside 2002; 
Saving Jasey: Orca Book Publishers 2001.	   
PRESENTATION: 1 hour, lively and interactive.  Can include writing and editing exercises. 
CITY/AREA: All 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Excellent balance of information, perfect tone; we would love you back next year.”  High-
land Sec., Comox, BC. 
BIO: Diane Tullson is the author of six books for young adults and has written non-ýction essays for Canadian 
Living and Westworld Magazine.  Her recent book, Red Sea, is an American Library Association Best Book and 
a New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age.  Resource Links says, “This is a book that needs to be in every 
library for readers grade seven and up.”  Diane Tullson lives with her family in Delta, BC. 
EMAIL:   diane@dianetullson.com  WEB: www.dianetullson.com 
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.

Deborah Turney-Zagwyn	  
 
GENRE: Children’s Picture Books. GRADES: 1-12 + adults. STUDENTS: 85 (approx.) LENGTH: One hour. 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: How books are conceived, written, re-written, illustrated and produced. 
AUTHOR OF: The Pumpkin Blanket (Fitzhenry & Whiteside,1990); Long Nellie (Orca, 1993); Hound Without Howl 
(Orca,1994); Turtle Spring (Ten Speed Press/Tricycle Press, 1999); Apple Batter (Ten Speed/Tricycle, 1999); The 
Winter Gift (Ten Speed/Tricycle, 2000); The Sea House (last in the Clee series) (Ten Speed/Tricycle). 
PRESENTATION: Presentation includes a talk accompanied by slides. This is followed by a reading from one 
of her books, along with a show of its illustrations in slide colour. Space arranged for the visit MUST be able to 
darken entirely for slides. Will require extension cord, two large tables for materials, and 8 fat/stable library books 
(or solid stands) to prop up originals. Willing to fax a simple Set-Up Sketch.	  
CITY/AREA: Fraser Valley, BC, and Canada.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Informative.” “Humorous.” Interesting story.”	  
BIO: Deborah Turney Zagwyn is the author of nine picture books, all of which she has illustrated herself. Born in 
Cornwall, Ontario, she spent her childhood in various communities in eastern B.C. She studied Fine Arts at Fraser 
Valley College and Langara in Vancouver. She became a printmaker, weaver, and wall muralist before discover-
ing watercolour. Deborah’s love of portraiture shows in her exhibitions and books. She has been short - listed for 
several children’s book awards.	   
CONTACT INFO: P.O. Box 472, Harrison Hot Springs, BC, V0M 1K0 PHONE: 604-796-9702  FAX: 604- 796-
9689  
EMAIL: zagwyn@shaw.ca  FEE STRUCTURE: One hour session is $150 (unless reading is public Canada Coun-
cil funded event). A full day (3 sessions) is $380. Unless school is local, prefer  minimum 2 sessions in the morn-
ing.



Michael Twist	  
 
GENRE: Fiction. Non-ýction. GRADES: Grades 8  12. STUDENTS: No maximum. LENGTH: Flexible.  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: The presentations make connections to other areas of study and to life  
outside the classroom, and encourage students to think critically, creatively and reþectively. Connections to Writ-
ing/Journalism 12; Creative Writing; Media Studies; Canadian Literature.	   
AUTHOR OF: Highs and Lows: A Personal Approach to Living with Diabetes (Insomniac Press, 2001);  
Fireworks (Jellyýsh Communications, 2000, poetry).	   
PRESENTATION: Three alternatives: 1.) Group Reading: Discussing diabetes and misconceptions/ assumptions 
around it. Reading from book  personal experiences. 2.) Workshop: Journals, personal experience, writing as a 
cathartic outlet  feelings, families, challenges  especially with illness. 3.) Writing occupation: Life of a writer, writing 
and publishing, how to get published, how to handle rejection, how to write a proposal.	   
BIO: Michael Twist was born in Vancouver and lives and works in Burnaby. He is a cyclist, guitarist, Internet guru 
and obsessive reader. He graduated in Communications from SFU and Creative Writing at Douglas College. 
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Lower Mainland, and the rest of BC(especially Vancouver Island and the Kootenays) with  
travel expenses.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “Right on the mark.”, “discerningly honest and insightfully anecdotal.”	   
CONTACT INFORMATION: 4789 Frances Street, Burnaby, BC. V5C 2S1 PHONE: 604 2945559	  
E-mail: twist@telus.net WEB SITE: http://www3.telus.net/twist FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.  

 
Bill Valgardson	  
 
GENRE: Children’s lit—picture books. Short story collections. Y. A. novels. Short stories.  GRADES: Grades: 3-
12. STUDENTS: 60-90.	 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Stories often have ethnic content, involved with questions of the  
environment, issues around moral, ethical behavior, dilemmas. Ethnic stories include information about the history 
and values of ethnic groups, particularly Icelandic; the immigrant experience and its effects on families. Also, craft 
oriented presentations and workshops. Study of novels included in high school curricullii.	  
AUTHOR OF: Thor, Sarah and the People of Sand River (picture books), Garbage Creek, The Divorced Kids Club 
(short story collections), Frances (YA novel).	   
PRESENTATION: Usually 50 minutes. Workshops can be up to three hours. Fiction writing workshops with  
emphasis on the value of the writer’s feelings and experiences; learning the craft necessary to express those  
effectively. Discussions/question/answer sessions on the creative process and the writerly life.	   
CITY/AREA: Anywhere, as long as expenses are reimbursed. Particularly enjoy visiting rural areas. 
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: The numerous emails and snail mail I receive from across the country are full of  
follow- up interest.	  
BIO: Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1939. Holds a B.A. & B.Ed., and an MFA. He was associate professor in the 
Department of English at Cottey College from 1970-74, and has been professor in the Department of Creative 
Writing at the University of Victoria from 1974 to the present. Awards:Vickey Metcalf Award for The Chicken 
Lady, 1998. Mr. Christie Award, for Thor, 1995.Childrenôs books shortlisted for Red Cedar, Silver Birch, Governor 
General’s Award. Ethel Wilson Prize, for The Girl With the Botticelli Face, 1992. First Prize, Drama, CBC Annual 
Competition, for Seiche, 1988.Canadian Authors Association, Silver Medal, drama, for Granite Point. Books in 
Canada Award, for Gentle Sinners, 1981.	  
PHONE: (250) 721-7306  FAX: (250) 721-6602 E-MAIL: wvalgard@uvic.ca	   
FEE STRUCTURE: $150 per 50 minute session plus expenses.	  



Kathleen Cook Waldron	  
 
GENRE: Childrenôs ýction. Picture books. GRADES: K-12. STUDENTS: 100 max.	  
LENGTH: 45-60 minutes, þexible.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: May be related to helping others, family relationships, holiday celebrations, 
how to create your own fun, and themes such as loneliness, friendship, and having to move frequently. 
AUTHOR OF: Rough Day at Loon Lake (2002), Loon Lake Fishing Derby (1999); Joseph, Master of Dreams 
(2000), Ivan and the All-Stars (1995); A Wilderness Passover (1994), A Winter’s Yarn (1986, ’87, ’89); and the 
stories “One Candle, Many Lights” in the anthology Winds Through Time ( 1998), and “Dill Pickles” in the anthol-
ogy Jumbo Gumbo (1989).	  
PRESENTATION: I like to focus my presentations on the particular requests of my hosts, using slides (plus Pow-
erpoint by 2003) to facilitate reading to larger groups as well as to show how my books develop. Other aspects of 
my presentations include how my stories reþect my own life, how illustrators expand on the text in a picture book, 
and the difýculties and advantages of being a rural artist. I also do week-long workshops where children create 
and present their own short writing projects.	  
BIO: Born and raised in Colorado, I attended university in Colorado and Madrid, Spain. In 1976 I immigrated to 
Canada with my husband and son. Our daughter was born in 100 Mile in 1977. My ýrst book, A Winter’s Yarn, 
was published in 1986, and I’ve been writing ever since.	   
CITY/TOWN/AREA; Anywhere, given enough notice.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY; “One of our most popular presenters.”	   
CONTACT INFO:C-51 Aalton Rd., RR #, 100 Mile House, BC V0K 2E0 PHONE : (250) 395-5140	  
FAX: (250) 395-4750 E-MAIL: markandkathy@telus.net FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.

Ann Walsh	 
 
GENRE: Y.A. Poetry. Historical ýction. GRADE: 4-12. STUDENTS: 75. LENGTH: approx. one hour. 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Moses, Me and Murder, and its sequel, The Doctor’s Apprentice are set in 
Barkerville during the Gold Rush, and can be used as novel studies to accompany units on B.C. history and pio-
neer days.Your Time, My Time, also set in Barkerville, is often used as a Grade 10 novel study. Shabash! is often 
used in a unit on multiculturalism. It is the story of an Indo-Canadian boy who joins minor hockey. ESL teachers of 
upper grades ýnd the anthologies invaluable.	   
AUTHOR OF: Your Time, My Time: Moses Me and Murder! (A Story of the Cariboo Gold Rush),  
The Doctor’s Apprentice, The Ghost of Soda Creek, Shabash!, Winds Through Time (editor), Beginnings, Stories 
of Canada¹s Past (editor).	  
PRESENTATION: Although adaptable to the needs and requests of the particular school and grade requesting  
a visit, Ann’s presentations usually focus on her Barkerville books, the history of the Gold Rush in B.C., and life in 
a gold rush town. She uses props from that era and reads from her historical ýction novels,  
speciýcally mentioning the real characters, such as Judge Begbie. A former teacher, Ann also offers poetry read-
ings, workshops, critiquing and will discuss all aspects of the writing process.	   
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Anywhere.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ”Presentations bring B.C. history to life.”,  “Every child left the session eager to read —and 
to learn.”, “Exciting and informative. A wonderful opportunity for my students to learn about  
their province.”	  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 411 Winger Road.Williams Lake, B.C. V2G 3S6  PHONE: (250) 392-5762 		
E-MAIL: annwalshwrites@hotmail.com FEE STRUCTURE: $150.00 per session plus (negotiable) expenses.



Irene N. Watts	

 
GENRE: Fiction. Children and YA. GRADES: 2 - 4 STUDENTS: One or two classes. (Prefer one.) Max. 45 stu-
dents. 
LENGTH: 45 minutes to one hour.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Includes multiculturalism. Picture Books stress the importance of the 
environment e.g. One for Day/One for Night, illustrated by Mark Lang, retelling of stories by George MacDon-
ald,(2002), and The Fish Princess, both Tundra Books.	  
AUTHOR OF: Goodbye Marianne (novel and play), Remember Me and Finding Sophie - a trilogy about the chil-
dren of the Kindertransport.	  
PRESENTATION: Her readings include a discussion of how memory as well as research contributes to the ýnal 
book. Writing/Story Making workshops—using a variety of techniques to stimulate student ideas Gr. 3 and up.  
CITY/AREA: Willing to travel where public transport is available.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: ñPlease come back!ò	  
BIO: Irene N. Watts (a.k.a. Kirstein Watts) was born in Berlin, Germany and immigrated to London, England in 
1938 at age 7 via Kindertransport. B.A., University College of South Wales, Cardiff, and arrived in Canada in 
1968. A B.C. resident since 1976. AWARDS: Life Member, Playwrights’ Union of Canada, 2001; Geoffrey Bil-
son Award for Historical Fiction for Young Adults, 1998; Isaac Frischwasser Toronto Jewish Award, Young Adult 
Fiction,1999, 2001. She was the founding director of Citadel on Wheels/Wings, Alberta, and of Young Neptune 
Theatre Company, Nova Scotia together with the Neptune Theatre School. She was the program director of the 
ýrst International Vancouver Childrenôs Festival. Her theatre credits include: Stratford Festival, Ontario; Citadel 
Theatre, Edmonton, Alberta; Greenthumb Players and. Carousel Theatre, Vancouver.	  
CONTACT INFO: #803-1485 West 6th Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6H 4G1 PHONE: 604-731-8595	 
EMAIL: inwatts@telus.net WEB: www.canscaip.org/bios/iwattsi.html FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates

Joan Weir	  
 
GENRE: Historical ýction. Young Adult readers. Juvenile Mysteries ð readers aged 10 to 12.	  GRADES: 6 to 
9 for Historical Fiction. 5 to 7 for Juvenile Mysteries. STUDENTS: Reading; 100 students. Workshop; 30 students. 
AUTHOR OF: The Mysterious Visitor, 2001, Raincoast ; The Principal’s Kid, 2000, Raincoast ; The Witcher, 1998, 
Raincoast; The Brideship, Stoddart, 1998 Maybe Tomorrow, Stoddart, 2000; Sixteen is Spelled O-U-C-H, Stod-
dart,1995.	  
PRESENTATION: 1 hour to one hour and 15 min. An interesting fun-ýlled glimpse into what itôs like to be a 
writer— how books happen. Joan will read short excerpts from her books, and give hints on plotting and  
characterization.	  
CITY/AREA: Preferably within driving distance of Kamloops. Times: Preferably during the months of good driving 
weather— i.e. Sept, Oct., April, May, June.	   
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “ I liked how you read a bit from each of your books.” “ I liked hearing how you got your 
ideas for your books.” “ I liked hearing how you wrote your mysteries.”	   
BIO: Born in Calgary, she wrote ýrst for radio, then for TV, then settled happily into writing novels for Juvenile and 
Young Adult readers. Three of Joan’s young adult novels have been translated into German, Norwegian, Swedish 
and Finnish. She is the author of three stage plays for children’s theatre, a number of published short stories, and 
was one of a team of writers for a weekly half hour TV sit-com broadcast in the U.S. She teaches Creative Writing 
at the University College of the Cariboo.	 
PHONE: 250-372-5473	   
FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates:, plus travel and $500 for a full day (3 or 4 presentations).	  



Jane Barker Wright	  
 
GENRE: Literary Fiction. GRADES: 10 - 12. STUDENTS: 60.  LENGTH: Seventy-ýve min. (including questions).  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Emphasis is on the technical skills, discipline and dedication of the writing 
life.  
AUTHOR OF: An Understanding (Porcupine’s Quill, Fall 2002); Valentine’s Day (contributor) (Duck Editions,  
England, 2000); The Tasmanian Tiger (Polestar Press, 1988).	  
PRESENTATION: She prefers to speak to high school students, especially those interested in the possibility of 
becoming writers. She begins by presenting her credentials, proceeds to ananecdotal autobiography and then ad-
dresses the concerns and requirements of a prose writer: discipline, technical skill, dedication, the inevitability of 
rejection, etc.	  CITY/AREA: Lower Mainland.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: Teachers recommend her presentations as being both “ inspiring” and “down to earth.” 
BIO: She grew up in Ottawa and was educated at Queen’s University, McArthur College of Education, and UBC. 
As well as writing novels she has written a semi-annual book column for the magazine, Horticulture since 1994. 
CONTACT INFO: 2130 Blenheim Street, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4J2 PHONE: 604-736-4899 
EMAIL: jbwright@axion.net   FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	  
 

Rita Wong	 
 
GENRE: Poetry. GRADES: 9-12. STUDENTS: 30. LENGTH: þexible.	  
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Interested in helping students to think about anti-racism, feminism, and the 
relations between cultural production and social justice.	  
AUTHOR OF: monkeypuzzle-Press Gang 1998.	 
PRESENTATION: Able and willing to do readings, discussion, writing exercises, questions and answers exchange 
with students. Rita Wong adapts her presentation format in consultation with the teacher.	  
CITY/AREA: Greater Vancouver Regional District.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “ In ways lucid, compassionate and often downright funny, Rita Wong extends a great femi-
nist tradition by uniting the personal, political and poetic in her writing.”  SKY Lee	  
BIO: She grew up in Calgary and currently lives in Vancouver where she is a doctoral student. She has an Hon-
ours B.A. in English from the University of Calgary, a M.A. in English from the University of Alberta, and a M.A.S. 
from the University of British Columbia. She has taught overseas and has worked as a writer, an archivist, and 
an activist in Canada. Her book of poems, monkeypuzzle, won the Asian-Canadian Writers Workshop Emerging 
Writers Award. She has also been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Fellowship, a 
Canada Council Literary Arts Development grant, and a Basant Singh Fellowship.	  
EMAIL: rita_wong@sfu.ca  FEE STRUCTURE: TWUC rates.	

Beryl Young	  
 
GENRE: YA ýction. GRADES: Grades 4 - 12. STUDENTS: Maximum of 50. LENGTH: 60 minutes, including ques-
tions. 
RELATED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Multicultural studies; Wishing Star Summer highlights cultural  
differences and the value of friendship; geography, science and history; writing process.	  
AUTHOR OF: Wishing Star Summer (Raincoast 2001)	  
PRESENTATION: Gr. 4  7 “ Real life into a Real Book.” Gr. 8  12 “Between the Covers: The Story Behind a Book”.
Wishing Star Summer is based on the real life story of Beryl’s son and his family and tells the story of an 11 year 
old girl from Belarus who spends a summer with an 11 year old Vancouver girl. Beryl encourages students to write 
about their own life experiences and explains how a book develops through editing, cover art and printing. 
BIO: Beryl has published articles and poetry and has appeared on CBC radio and television. She won the  
Milton Acorn People’s Poem Award and was a Writer-in-Residence at the Wallace Stegner House in Saskatche-
wan and at the Wurlitzer Foundation in New Mexico. Her YA novel, Wishing Star Summer, was on the BC Best-
sellers list for 24 weeks and was named an “Our Choice 2002” book by the Canadian Children’s Book Centre. 
CITY/TOWN/AREA: Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island.	  
WHAT PEOPLE SAY: “We appreciated Beryl’s clear and enthusiastic manner in class. Her experience with Be-
larus children gives her presentation richness and authenticity.ò  ñItôs fab! Better than Harry Potter !ò	   
PHONE: 604  733  0332 FAX: 604 733- 0384 E-MAIL: b_young@telus.net	  
FEE STRUCTURE: $150 per hour (negotiable) $250 per half day (negotiable).	  
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Evaluation and Response Form: 
2002-2004 TWUC BC/Yukon WRITERS-IN-THE-SCHOOLS 

 
School: _______________________ Region: ______________________ 

Name of writer: __________________________ 
 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 
Grade(s):______ Number of Days:______ Dates:_________________ 

Number of Workshops/Readings/Presentations:______ Number of Students:______ 
 

WORKSHOP/PRESENTATION/READING EVALUATION: 
For each of the following statements, CIRCLE the number which best corresponds 

to your degree of agreement (5: strongly agree; 1: disagree).  
 

I found the presentation to be worthwhile: 5. 4. 3. 2. 1. 
The presentation encouraged active, creative student participation. 5. 4. 3. 2. 1. 

The workshop broadened the student’s horizons concerning the discipline of writing and the 
creative process:  

5. 4. 3. 2. 1. 
The writer was reliable and on time: 5. 4. 3. 2. 1. 

The writer was responsive to the needs of my students: 5. 4. 3. 2. 1.  
Planning of the program was well organized: 5. 4. 3. 2. 1.  

The writer was paid in full on the last day of activities: 
Yes____ No____ 

Additional comments (if necessary, use a separate sheet).  
 
 
 
 

I hereby declare that the above information is accurate.

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Project Coordinator Signature Date 
 

Telephone:____________ Fax:____________ Email:___________________ 
Your answers to these questions will remain conýdential. However, we occasionally use favourable comments 

about our program in our promotional material.  
May we quote your comments? Yes: _______ No:_______ 

 
Signature:_________________________________ 

Thank You. Please return to: The Paciýc Regional Ofýce, The Writersô Union of Canada, Box 45052,  
Ocean Park, RPO, Surrey, BC, V4A 9L1. E-mail: twucpaciýc@shaw.ca Phone/Fax: (604) 535-8288. 




